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L osing My Religion, my debut novel, has become a best-seller and has 
witnessed a wave of appreciation that has left me overwhelmed. Readers 
have connected with my characters, my story, and my storytelling in 

a way that I didn’t think was possible. It’s a dream come true for me, and the 
interesting part is, it has all just begun.

Looking back, I can’t say if I foresaw all this, but, yes, there was one thing 
I was always certain of—that Losing My Religion (LMR) was special. I always 
believed LMR had life force of its own. It was a novel that had to be written, it 
was a novel that had to be read.

It all started five years ago, in 2009, when my Internet start-up went 
through a rough phase. Although we had managed to get good user traction to 
our website, we couldn’t monetize it effectively. To top it off, the core team had 
almost dismantled and I was almost broke. All of this had taken a heavy toll on 

me emotionally and I didn’t know what to do next. After spending two years 
working my ass off on this business, it wasn’t easy to just move on. And I didn’t 
have the energy and the money to start a new venture.

One of those days, I happened to talk to an ex-colleague, who told me that 
he was taking a sabbatical and going on a year-long journey on his bike across 
India. I was left amazed listening to this, and instantly wanted to do that myself 
. . . go away, kill all the tension inside me, 
and look at everything else later on. But I 
couldn’t do that for a host of reasons.

However, a bizarre idea struck me; that 
of writing a book on the situation I was in. 
I was excited. I usually follow my heart and 
act on instinct, and that’s what I did here 
too. I decided to make the protagonist of my 
book go on a journey; I could live that life 
and that freedom through him, I reasoned. 
I had figured out the beginning of the story, 
the protagonist, and vaguely knew what 
the ending should be. It was now all about 
writing about his journey, something I had 
no clue how to approach but something 
that gave me an adrenalin rush! On May 22, 
2009, I wrote the first chapter, and, I’d like 
to believe, my life changed that day.

I took around four years to complete 
the book, and I wrote it in parts. I used to 
work relentlessly on it for months, and then 
leave it for months all together. And when I 
would return back to it, I used to be horrified at what I had written, and would 
re-write the previous chapters. I usually wrote during the nights when I could 
lock myself in a room and be assured of not getting disturbed.

Losing My Religion  is essentially the story of a man who loses his faith 
in faith . . . his belief in belief, and things that happen after that. It is, more 
simply, a tale of three characters from different walks of life who come together 
on a journey that changes their lives forever. It’s a roller-coaster ride that brings 
together adventure, travel, gaming, reality shows, and characters that are real, 
living, and breathing. Rishi, a fallen entrepreneur, is the epitome of today’s 
ambitious youth, and wants to change the world. Alex, a hippie, is the other 

end of the spectrum—the epitome of human evolution; this is where the human 
race will one day want to be—free from within. And Kyra, a mysterious gamer, 
is the beauty, the passion, and the intellect, which are the core of being today’s 
woman.

The novel became a bestseller on many charts and stores across India, 
including Amazon. I am glad that the book is striking the right chord with all 
those who have read it till now, or are reading it. The most fulfilling part is that 
the tribe of LMR readers is growing rapidly—every day readers are getting in 
touch with me to share their views and love for the book. For many it has given 
hope, inspiration and courage to follow their passion. This is as thrilling as it is 
heartening.

Truth be told, I see myself as more of a storyteller than a writer. So, when 
readers get back to me saying that they can connect with the novel, and that 
Rishi’s story mirrors theirs, it is insanely rewarding.

Losing My Religion, in the heart of it, is a novel that is as entertaining as it 
is meaningful. It tells you that it’s all right to lose your faith in something. Be 
absolutely stone-cold broke in your belief in belief, so that you can leap out of 
the existence you have wrapped yourself in and take the plunge, without caring 
about the consequences. You’ll fall, no doubt. But sometime during your fall, 
you’ll witness a miracle taking shape around you.

It will be my pleasure to hear your experiences reading the book.  
Get in touch with me at contact@vishwasmudagal.com,  my website  – www.
vishwasmudagal.com  or my Facebook fanpage - https://www.facebook.com/author.
vishwasmudagal. 

My journey of creating the best-seller Losing My Religion

Vishwas Mudagal

Losing My Religion, is a 
novel that is as entertaining 
as it is meaningful. It tells 
you that it’s all right to lose 
your faith in something. 

Vishwas Mudagal
Fingerprint Publications, ` 199
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Editorial
Moment of honour: 

The Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar
	

T he prestigious Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar being awarded to the 
young writer Kaushik Barua for his maiden novel Windhorse in the 
English language category, has brought special honour to our state. To 

be able to have received this accolade for Assam is a cause that makes us swell 
with pride. Janice Pariat had won this award for the first time in 2013 for her 
critically acclaimed collection of short stories titled Boats on Land. Barua’s novel 
set amidst the turbulent times in Tibetan history recuperates people’s love for 
their lost homeland. The novel published in November 2013, captured the 
attention of readers far and wide.

Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar is a commendable venture to promote 
the talent of budding writers. In the selection procedure, the awards are 
recommended by distinguished jury members, who represent the 21 Indian 
languages and is approved by the Executive board of the Sahitya Akademi 
headed under the chairmanship of the President of the Sahitya Akademi, 
presently by Dr Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari. The age limit of 35 years and 
below opens the gateway for promising writers busy penning their thoughts 
through their creative imagination and sensibilities, aiming to make a foray 
into the realm of literature by winning this award as a rare compliment. 

An award suggestively implies the importance of any work of art 
�R�U�� �¿�F�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�W�R�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�V�W�H�U�\�� �R�I��

craftsmanship. Readers very often may be at loss while selecting a book 
for reading and deciding whether it is worth reading or not. In that case, 
an award winning book comes to rescue a general reader and the  thematic 
and linguistic qualities underscored by an award does bring advantage to 
budding writers in  pursuit of creativity.  
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The book is a study of  the 
Assamese Renaissance (1826-
1926). It is an attempt to study 
the Assamese literature of  
nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries in the light of  the 
intellectual movement known 
as the Indian Renaissance. 
It is also a partial study of  
the Assamese society of  the 
nineteenth century in the 
light of  the literary works. A 
seminal work on comparative 
literature.  Ed
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This is a classic book not only on history but also 
on geography, sociology and anthropology as well. 
The book was written by William Robinson nearly 
170 years back - a time when Assam had hardly 
passed 15 years under the rule of  the English East 
India Company’s Government in Bengal. Assam was 
passing through a period of  transition in all respects: 
social, political, economical and administrative under 
the new political dispensation. The book is a good 
repository of  data and information on Assam in 
making then. The editor does not add anything to the 
original text of  the author, and has simply supplied 
additional information in the end notes against each 
chapter so that it makes for a good read. 
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T his anthology is an attempt at looking at India’s history through the 
eyes of an Indian. It offers a perspective that is unbiased, analytical and 
introspective but basically Indian as opposed to a western viewpoint of 

India and Indian history. 
Canvassing through its thirty essays the book compiles thoughts of eminent 

Indian faces both young and old on varied subjects ranging from democracy to 
the silver screen, from seven sisters to sports, from the state of women to the 
state of governance, from the future path of economy to the crisis of governance, 
from India’s foreign policy to its destiny.

The presentation of various thoughts on diverse subjects seems to be in a 
hurry to connect India that in itself is a classic example of unity in diversity of 
not just people, languages, and landscapes but also of dreams and aspirations.

It is fascinating to see how thoughts penned by people who drew their 
inspiration from Bharat have mingled with the aspirations of those Indians 
who are struggling hard to make sense of the long battle which went in creating 
not just a nation called India but an identity of an Indian for a billion plus 
population that cuts across distinct religions and cultures. 

S et in the ‘troubled times’, when clashes between militant separatist 
groups and the state were at their height in the 1990s, Sons of Brahma 
is that rarest of ‘action’ novels — a page-turner thriller that harbours 

a wealth of nuance. At the heart of the story is the quiet academic, Jongom 
Hanse, catapulted, unwillingly, into the action when he is singled out by a rebel 
leader, Anjan Phukan, who on their second meeting, is shot dead.

The bulk of the book is a race against the odds for young Hanse and his 
best friend, Pranab, fleeing both the rebels and the police. Along the way, the 
reader is informed about the contemporary political and social landscape of 
Assam — corrupt politicians, illegal rhino poaching, ‘secret killings’, the threats 
and kidnappings of tea estate managers, the issue of ‘illegal’ migrants from 
across the border. Yet Hazarika skilfully avoids the puppeteering of characters, 
from temple priest to Bangladeshi boatman, ex-rebel elephant mahaut to honest 
police officer.

He endows his novel with convincingly real people, as opposed to walking-
talking ‘points of view.’ Hanse imbibes the ideology of the pacifist and this 
turns out to be his undoing. His nuanced view of the world clashes with the 
blinkered, black-and-white hysteria of both the rebels and the state. 

T his book by Bimal Phukan takes the readers through the life of the 
Vaishnava saint and reveals how this multifaceted genius brought 
about a socio-cultural awakening in Assamese society and enriched the 

Assamese language, literature, culture with his literary works, composition 
of songs and verses, writing of plays and the unique institutions of the Sattra 
and Naamghar (prayer hall).

The author has done painstaking works of giving shape to the book as 
a compilation of materials which he sourced from books and writings on 
Sankaradeva and his works by some renowned scholars. He has used simple prose 
making it easier for a layman to know Sankaradeva. The photographs included 
in the book allow the readers to have a glimpse of the religious and cultural 
practices associated witheksarana naamdharma preached by Sankaradeva.

Sankaradeva’s “figured silk” tapestries, Vrindavani Vastra, today adorn 
museums around the world including London, Paris and Los Angeles. However, 
Srimanta Sankaradeva( 1449-1568), Vaishnava saint of Assam, is revered most 
as a great religious reformer.  

T he Wealth of Nations, is the magnum opus of the Scottish economist and 
moral philosopher Adam Smith. First published in 1776, the book offers 
one of the world’s first collected descriptions of what builds nations’ 

wealth and is today a fundamental work in  classical economics. Through 
reflection over the economics at the beginning of the Industrial Revolution the 
book touches upon such broad topics as the division of labour, productivity 
and free markets. Five editions of The Wealth of Nations were published during 
Smith’s lifetime: in 1776, 1778, 1784, 1786, and 1789. Numerous editions 
appeared after Smith’s death in 1790. To better understand the evolution of the 
work under Smith’s hand, a team led by Edwin Cannan collated the first five 
editions. 

In his book, Smith fervently extolled the simple yet enlightened notion 
that individuals are fully capable of setting and regulating prices for their own 
goods and services. He argued passionately in favor of free trade, yet stood up 
for the little guy. The Wealth of Nations  provided the first-and still the most 
eloquent--integrated description of the workings of a market economy.

The result of Smith’s efforts is a witty, highly readable work of genius 
filled with prescient theories that form the basis of a thriving capitalist system. 
This unabridged edition offers the modern reader a fresh look at a timeless 
and seminal work that revolutionized the way governments and individuals 
view the creation and dispersion of wealth--and that continues to influence our 
economy right up to the present day. 

A lluring Guwahati, is a glossy coffee-table book,  capturing  the 
fascinating aspects of the city of Guwahati. The book documents the 
various landmarks in the city, lists eateries, wildlife getaways, must-

have info for tourists, titbits, and more.
Although the book is not a comprehensive publication on Guwahati, it 

can be used as a ready reference guide by both first timers to the city as well as 
residents. For instance, in the History and Geography section, the book features 
important monuments, complete with their history, albeit in brief. If Guwahati 
has its own wildlife and is a haven of birds, it also has its share of famous 
religious landmarks, representing all religions. The book features most of them.

That aside, the book lists the affordable eateries in the city, including the 
new and not-so-new fine dining restaurants that dots the downtown area. The 
book also guides the visitor where to look for souvenirs and ethnic items. The 
book has tried to give a peep into the Assamese way of life and the music 
scenario.

The book has a mini  yellow pages  section featuring important  phone 
numbers for the convenience of the visitors. It would be like a ready reckoner 
and give the visitor a fair idea on  what to expect  when in  the city  or  how 
to get  around town. Alluring Guwahati would help visitors understand that 
Guwahati is not just about the Kamakhya temple, that is famous and highly 
revered, and that it is more than just a gateway to the North-east.

The text of the book is by Rituparna Goswami Pande and the principal 
photographer is ace lensman Anupam Nath. Moreover, a few eminent city 
residents have penned their thoughts of our scenic city that is so dear to them 
despite the odds. 

India Since 1947: 
Looking Back at a Modern Nation

Edited by Atul Kumar Thakur, 
Niyogi Books, ` 395

Dhruba Hazarika
Penguin Books, ` 299

Sons of Brahma

Srimanta Sankaradeva:
Vaishnava Saint of Assam

Bimal Phukan
Kaziranga Books, ` 480 Alluring Guwahati

Rituparna Goswami Pande
Wordweaves India, ` 299

The Wealth of the Nations

Adam Smith
Bantam Books, ` 399

O lder, richer and more distinctive than almost any other, India’s culture 
furnishes all that the historian could wish for in the way of continuity 
and diversity. The peoples of the Indian subcontinent, while sharing 

a common history and culture, are not now, and never have been, a single 
unitary state; the book accommodates Pakistan and Bangladesh, as well as other 
embryonic nation states like the Sikh Punjab, Muslim Kashmir and Assam.

Above all, the colonial era is seen in the overall context of Indian history, 
and the legacy of the 1947 partition is examined from the standpoint of today, 
revised for 2010. 

India : A History

John Keay
Harper Collins, ` 699
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M an and His Symbols is one of Carl Gustav Jung’s most widely read 
works. It talks about the influence of symbolism on man.  This 
edition contains an introduction written by Jung, and is profusely 

illustrated to explain the complex concepts better.
The book is divided into five parts, of which four are penned by his 

associates -  Aniela Jaffe, Joseph L. Henderson, Jolande Jacobi and Marie-
Louise von Franz. Man and His Symbols is an introduction to Jung’s theories, 
predominantly his well-known theory on man and his relation to his collective 
unconscious. Jung strongly believed that the unconscious mind communicated 
with the conscious self, mainly through symbols that man saw in his dreams. 
This process, he explains, eventually tries to direct the conscious self towards a 
more gratifying and complete life. In the book, he traces the effect of symbols 
from all over the world throughout history, along with thought-provoking 
illustrations. The importance of dreams, the significance of symbols, Jung’s 
theory of archetypes and the course of individuation, form the crux of this 
book. Jung also studies the dreams of some of his own patients and discusses 
them as examples to emphasize his theories. 

A ssamese Women: The Pathbreakers, is a book on seventy pathbreaking 
women of Assam in the last century in various fields of activities. It is 
worth remembering that many of these women emerged as powerful 

in the grim background of patriarchal, empirical and national margins. The book 
will definitely give an insight into the difficult dimensions of the self fashioning 
and politics of day-to-day life which stood as insurmountable obstacles in the 
way to achieve the cherished goals for many of these women. 

What is most awe inspiring about these women is the  fact that many of 
them included in this volume, the ones belonging to the colonial period could 
abandon the role of the ‘peripheral other’ and emerge as victors. Unflinching 
determination and strength within formed the bedrock of their spectacular 
success.  

T he Blue Umbrella is a stirring novel about the simple yet generous minds 
of children by the  author Ruskin Bond.  The novel was adapted into 
2005 Hindi film by the same name, directed by Vishal Bhradwaj, which 

later won the National Film Award for Best Children’s Film. In 2012, the novel 
was adapted into a comic by Amar Chitra Katha publications, titled, The Blue 
Umbrella – Stories by Ruskin Bond, and included another story, Angry River.  This 
story appeared in Bond’s collection of short stories, Children’s Omnibus.

The story is set in a small village of Himachal Pradesh, where a girl, Binya, 
trades her bear claw necklace for a pretty, blue, Japanese umbrella. The richest 
man in the village is the shopkeeper of an old ruined shop. Soon the shopkeeper 
becomes envious of the umbrella. He won’t pay for one from Japan and employs 
a boy to steal Binya’s. 

I ndia: From Midnight to the Millennium and Beyond is a book written 
by Shashi Tharoor that expresses the importance that India enjoys in 
the global scene and how the country will contribute to the developed 

world in the future. Tharoor explains India’s connection with some of the 
most important questions that the present world is facing. The book mentions 
that India houses one-sixth of the world’s population, a fact that increases 
the chances of Indians bringing about a change in the international scenario. 
Tharoor, through his book, also provides answers to questions related to 
democracy, inefficient political infighting, religious fundamentalism, pluralism 
and diversity among cultural and religious traditions, the introduction of 
Western consumer goods, and protectionism. He whips up a book based on 
his political scholarship, and adds a tinge of his own personal reflections and 
memories in constructing this polemic work. 

I ndia’s fight for freedom began two decades after its crushing defeat in 
the 1857 mutiny, called by some, India’s First War of Independence. 
The Indian spirit lay dormant for many years, but re-emerged in 

1875 with Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s immortal hymn,  Bande 
Mataram.  In 1876, Surendranath Banerjee emerged as a leader of political 
consciousness, a mantle taken up by many Indians from different parts of the 
country, until the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi on the Indian political scene. 
In its long fight for freedom, India’s political ideology went through several 
changes: reasonable reform under the moderates, followed by nationalist fervour 
under the extremists, and finally, a mass and non-violent struggle under Gandhi. 
This book examines the lives of many of these great Indians who struggled to 
free the country, as well as those who played a pivotal role in bringing greatness 
to it after.   

I n 2012, a controversy over allocation of coal blocks to private 
companies rocked the country. The government’s finance watchdog - the 
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) - found that the government 

had picked favourites and avoided open and competitive bidding which would 
have generated far more revenue for a cash starved state. The CAG concluded 
that India had lost ` 1.86 lakh crore (over $ 30 billion) in the process, all of 
which went to the private companies. It was the biggest recorded scam in the 
history of India.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), India’s premier investigation 
agency, then filed an FIR against the top officer in the coal ministry - Secretary 
PC Parakh and industrialist Kumar Mangalam Birla. Parakh had by then earned 
a fine reputation for ability and integrity in over three decades as a civil servant. 
His stint as the top bureaucrat in the coal ministry was his last posting in a 
sterling career. The FIR outraged the civil services and corporate India and was 
widely condemned by the intelligentsia of the country.

The book isn’t just about the coal scam. It is also about working with 
some of the biggest Indian politicians, starting with chief ministers of Andhra 
Pradesh. It is about life in the coal ministry with Mamata Banerjee, Shibu Soren 
and Dr. Manmohan Singh, who was also the Prime Minister. It is about the 
lessons learnt before Parakh met any of these dignitaries. It is an account that 
startles with never before revealed information. 

T he book primarily is an interesting memoir with touching moments and 
vivid expressions. The book can surely be enjoyed by everyone, even if 
you have zero interest in cricket. The small and simple chapters every 

time leaves you smiling, touched, thinking or may even with a lump in your 
throat. It is difficult to leave the book once you start reading. It definitely shows 
the more humanity and brotherhood side of Pakistanis and hence shatters the 
general hostile perception towards the country and its people. The book leaves 
you with two things first an avid desire to visit Pakistan and secondly, craving 
for more to read after finishing the book. 

Editor Pori Hiloidari, 
Women’s Study Cell, 
` 300

Ruskin Bond 
Rupa Publications, 
` 80

Balraj Krishna
Rupa Publications, 
` 195

P. C. Parakh
Manas Publications, 
` 299

Assamese Women : The Pathbreakers

Great Indians:
Surendranath Banerjea to Gandhi

Crusader or Conspirator? : 
Coalgate and Other Truths

The Blue Umbrella

India: From Midnight to the Millennium and 
Beyond

The Enigma That Is Pakistan :
Travel Memoirs from the ‘Land of the Pure’

Shashi Tharoor
Penguin India, 
` 399

Shivendra Kumar 
Singh,  Read Wead 
Press, ` 140

Man and His Symbols

Carl Gustav Jung
Random House, ` 399

M anto: Selected Short Stories, translated by Aatish Taseer, is a brilliant 
collection of Manto’s best short stories that were originally penned 
in Urdu.

Manto: Selected Short Stories presents some of the best short stories written 
by the master storyteller. It includes his masterpieces: Toba Tek Singh and The 
Dog of Tetval. The publication of this collection could not have been timed 
better, as it is Manto’s centennial. His stories have enduring relevance, which 
makes them timeless. The characters from his stories will remain with you 
forever. Most of his works were written against the background of the Partition, 
but ultimately they transcended all boundaries, bringing out humanism in the 
end. Aatish Taseer has captured the sensitivities and lyricism of Manto’s voice 
in Urdu, by beautifully bringing the stories in English for a larger audience. 

Manto: Selected Short Stories

Saadat Hasan Manto 
Vintage Books, ` 199
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T his is an anthology of short poems, fiction and nonfiction pieces by 
Kamala Das

To the Indian reader of fiction and poetry, Kamala Das (1934–
2009) needs no introduction. Her novels, collections of poetry and short stories 
in English and Malayalam – and indeed her life itself – have both challenged 
and redefined the boundaries of middle-class morality. Her sensational 
autobiography, published in English as My Story, created a storm in literary 
circles and established her as the iconoclast of her generation. Her conversion 
to Islam in 1999 at the age of sixty-five sent social and literary circles into 
another tizzy. Wages of Love: Uncollected Writings of Kamala Das brings together 
stories, plays, poems and non-fiction writing that have previously not been 
anthologized.

While ‘The Fair-Skinned Babu’ is the sardonic tale of an author who has 
become a Muslim searching for a contract killer to commission her own killing, 
‘Neipayasam’ is the poignant story of a father feeding his children the delicious 
dessert prepared by their mother whose death that morning the children are 
too young to comprehend. In one of her essays, she writes about contesting 
the parliamentary election in 1984 and, in another, about Khushwant Singh’s 
allegation that she had manipulated her nomination for the Nobel.

Expertly compiled by Suresh Kohli, and including a heartfelt introduction 
by him, Wages of Love revives the free soul and literary genius that was Kamala 
Das. 

I n  Hello Bastar: The Untold Story Of India’s Maoist Movement, Rahul 
Pandita presents his decade-long study of the Indian Maoist movement 
in all its harsh, unvarnished reality.

The narrative begins with the ideological union of a handful of people, 
both men and women, that led to the establishment of a guerrilla base in Bastar, 
Central India, in 1980. These people with the idea of revolution in their minds, 
created a powerful movement that sought to fight the Indian establishment 
on behalf of the country’s poverty-stricken and marginalized citizens. The 
movement, which subsequently morphed into what is termed the Maoist 
movement, is now firmly entrenched in ten Indian states, and is perceived as 
the biggest threat to India’s internal security.

The book provides powerful and in-depth insight into the Maoist 
movement, including a tremendous amount of information on the goals of the 
movement, its recruitment process, its party structure, the lives of its members, 
and the functioning of its squads. It is backed by the author’s research which 
stems from his conflict-reporting experiences and interviews with numerous 
Maoist leaders. From the story of the first member who died for the cause, to the 
work of its top leaders like Kobad Ghandy, Anuradha Ghandy, and Ganapathi, 
the book highlights the lives of the Maoists and their dedication to the cause.
The book has garnered critical acclaim for its unflinching analysis of India’s 
Maoist movement in the backdrop of firsthand reportage straight from the 
guerrilla camp. 

D espite dating from the 4th century BC, The Art of Rhetoric continues 
to be regarded by many as the single most important work on the art 
of persuasion

As democracy began emerging in 5th-century Athens, public speaking and 
debate became an increasingly important tool to garner influence in the 
assemblies,councils, and law courts of ancient Greece. In response to this, both 
politicians and ordinary citizens became desperate to learn greater skills in this 
area, as well as the philosophy behind it. This treatise was one of the first to 
provide just that, establishing methods and observations of informal reasoning 
and style, and has continued to be hugely influential on public speaking and 
philosophy today.
Aristotle, the grandfather of philosophy, student of Plato, and teacher of 
Alexander the Great, was one of the first people to create a comprehensive 
system of philosophy, encompassing logic, morality, aesthetics, politics, ethics, 
and science. Although written over 2,000 years ago, The Art of Rhetoric remains 
a comprehensive introduction for philosophy students into the subject of 
rhetoric, as well as a useful manual for anyone today looking to improve their 
oratory skills of persuasion. 

C orridor: A Graphic Novel is Sarnath Banerjee’s debut graphic novel that 
talks about the collision of the Indian culture with the rising influences 
of the Western culture.  

The story of  Corridor  revolves around an enlightened dispenser of 
tea, Jehangir Rangoonwalla, who has a shop in the heart of Lutyens’ Delhi, 
Connaught Place. He also sells second hand books and dispenses wisdom to 
his customers. All of the main characters of the novel have this shop as their 
common local haunt and Mr. Rangoonwalla interacts with these residents of 
Delhi when they visit his shop and at times gives them his words of wisdom. 
They come to him for tea, books, conversation, and advice.

The story is about a plethora of characters, each from a different strata of 
society and different background. These customers are Brighu, passionate for 
obscure collectibles and a real love life, Shintu, the newly-married on a quest of 
the ultimate aphrodisiac, and Digital Dutta, a person mostly torn between an 
H-1B visa and Karl Marx. Dutta is portrayed as a man who lives in his head.

Each of these characters has a story of his own and the author ties them 
together in a brilliant manner for his book. While narrating their stories, Banerjee 
subtly touches the greyer shades of their lives and presents them vividly to the 
reader. The entire novel has been captured in the corridors of contemporary 
Connaught Place in Delhi and Calcutta. Various pictures and objects have been 
shown in the background frame and the author ensures to refer them, thereby 
touching upon the different cultural references.

Sarnath Banerjee presents a different flavor to the art of storytelling by 
mixing various other art forms such as sketches, illustrations, and photographs. 
These heighten the impact on the reader in a beautiful way. The author uses an 
imaginative alchemy of words and images, of a script and artwork, to present 
the alienation and fragmented reality of the Indian urban life. Thus, the novel 
presents a delightful tale with interesting twists and turns. 

T he book is timely and topical. Northeast, of late has turned into a theme 
for all kinds of writing with major publication houses in the country 
having a Northeast Section. The volume includes three clusters of essays 

divided into three sections: (i) Conceptual and measurement issues of growth 
and development, (ii) the national scenario, and (iii) the issues concerning 
the Northeastern region. The first cluster of essays opens up the conceptual 
discussion on Human Development and the quantitative implication in human 
development measurement.

The book is a must read for those who are interested in the Northeast and 
the development concerns of the region as well as students and researchers of 
developmental economics. 

Wages of Love:
Uncollected Writings of Kamala Das

Editor Suresh Kohli
Harper Collins
` 299

Hello Bastar: 
The Untold Story Of India’s Maoist Movement

Corridor: A Graphic Novel

Rahul Pandita
Westland / Tranquebar
` 295

Sarnath Bannerjee
Penguin Books 
` 299

Growth and Human Development in 
North- East India

The Art of Rhetoric

Aristotle
Harper Collins
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Edited by P.Nayak
Oxford University Press
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T he Power of Your Subconscious Mind. became an immediate bestseller 
and is considered one of the best self-help books ever written. The 
basic theme of the book is that the solution to problems lies within 

you. Elements outside of your, whatever their origin, should not change your 
thinking. The power of change can be unlocked by tapping the power of your 
subconscious mind. 

The Power of Your Subconscious Mind

Joseph Murphy
Bertrams print on demand

` 411
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F reedom At Midnight is a historical account of the events that occurred 
during India’s Independence Movement, leading up to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s death.

In Freedom At Midnight, authors Dominique Lapierre and Larry Collins 
provide a thoroughly researched account about various events in Indian history 
which contributed to its independence and the consequences (positive and 
negative) which ensued.

Readers will get a glimpse into issues such as the final year of the British 
raj, the reaction of the Princely states to independence, the partition between 
Pakistan and India, and the violence that followed. Readers will also learn about 
the details surrounding Gandhi’s assassination and the motives of Nehru and 
Jinnah’s decisions.

The book is a testament to Indian history as it contains deeply researched 
events and even important maps which lend it additional credibility. For 
instance, the authors have included maps denoting the boundaries between 
Pakistan and India that were drawn by Radcliffe, who was the Boundary 
Commission chairman. The authors have also included descriptions about 
religious unrest between the Muslims and Hindus, leading up to the massive 
migration by millions who were victimized by bandits and religious extremists.

In order to lend a humanist perspective to their historical account, the 
authors have recounted specific incidents experienced by individuals during 
this massive migration, that will surely flabbergast readers. The book concludes 
with the events that led up to Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, including the 
assassination plan by Nathuram Godse.

Freedom At Midnight was originally published in 1975. 

N ine Lives is a collection of stories from around modern India and 
explores the traditional lives of the religious people of South Asia. 
The book was written after twenty-five years of exploring India and 

writing about its religious traditions.
The book is a collection of stories about people who practice religion in 
different ways across India. A Buddhist monk is forced to resort to arms as 
a way of keeping the Chinese away from Tibet. He spends the rest of his life 
making up for his sins by making the best prayer flags in India. A Jain woman 
wants to test her power of detachment. She does this by watching her best 
friend follow a ritual in which she starves to death. A woman in Calcutta leaves 
behind her middle class family and her job in a jute factory. She later finds love 
and a fulfilling life as a Tantric skull feeder in a cremation ground. A prison 
warden from Kerala is a temple dancer for two months of the year where he is 
worshipped as a deity. A goatherd from Rajasthan keeps an epic alive and knows 
it by heart. A devadasi, who resisted her own initiation into sex work, pushes 
her daughters into the same line as she now regards it as a sacred calling. All the 
stories in this book talk about the different religious paths in India. 

K afka On The Shore comprises of two distinct yet interrelated plots, 
with the narrative moving between both the plots, with each plot 
line narration done in alternate chapters.

The odd chapters of Kafka On The Shore depict the story of 15-year-old 
Kafka as he leaves his father’s house in search of his sister and mother, and also 
to escape from an Oedipal curse. Kafka comes across numerous adventures en 
route until he finds space in a library in Takamatsu. The library is owned by 
Miss Saeki and Oshima. He spends his time reading at the library when one 
fine day the police come searching for him.

The even chapters narrate Nakata’s story. He works part-time as a locator 
of lost cats because of his uncanny talents. The search for one lost cat requires 
him to travel away from home. He ends up on road where he befriends a truck 
driver named Hoshino, who gives him a lift in his truck. Soon he becomes 
attached to Nakata.

Kafka and Nakata meet each other in the novel. However, when they meet 
each other it is not just in the physical sense but on a metaphysical level as 
well. As their odysseys unravel, fishes fall from the skies, and cats talk with 
people. The reader can find brutal killings, but the killer and victim’s identities 
remain unknown. The novel has several themes central to it, like the power of 
music, the connection between the subconscious, mind, and soul, the strength 
of nature, the influence of an old prophecy. All these combine to weave a 
dreamlike and elegant masterpiece. The Oedipal undercurrent running in the 
novel makes Kafka On The Shore the equivalent of a modern Greek tragedy.

Kafka On The Shore was named amongst the top 10 books of 2005 by The 
New York Times. It also won the World Fantasy Award. 

And the Mountains Echoed

A nd the Mountains Echoed is a sentimental story which revolves around 
the relationships among family members, who are accompanied with 
honour and sacrifice for one another. The story is set in Afghanistan 

starting in 1952 and spread across fifty years. There is mammoth storytelling 
in store for the reader. The story begins with a father and his two children 
traveling from their village across Afghanistan to Kabul, where their father has 
been promised work. Abdullah and Pari are as close as any siblings. Abdullah 
is almost a mother to Pari. This should alone tell you that you will cry buckets 
during the course of the book. Their father has remarried and the journey has 
been undertaken entirely for a different purpose which will change the course 
of their lives forever. The sense of family, hope, loss and love run throughout 
and yes it may sound clich but Hosseini is a master of this. Hosseini takes a folk 
tale as well and builds his story within it intelligently and with great sensitivity.

This book also delves into the fact that people are often left dumbstruck by 
the actions of those who matter the most to them. It is explained to the readers 
that the decisions made by them can resonate through several generations. 

Shikhandi and Other Tales They Don’t Tell You

‘S hikhandi’ is a book of stories. Stories that have been forgotten - mostly 
intentionally I would think. Stories that celebrate the queer, the ones 
that do not differentiate between the masculine and the feminine, 

where form does not matter as much, where it is about fluidity and not rigidity 
of gender and where clearly it is about celebrating life. Devdutt tries to uncover 
stories in mythology about men and women, about gender bender, about 
situations where roles were reversed for good reason and sometimes for no 
reason at all.

To me, Shikhandi and Other Tales they don’t tell you is all about liberation. 
While reading it, I felt liberated and maybe that is the purpose of this book. 
From Narada who forgot that he was a man, to Indra who took the form of 
a Brahmin to make love to his wife when he was away, to Krishna who cross-
dresses in time of war and peace for various reasons to more Gods and Demons 
and Kings and Queens who are not rigid about sexuality and gender, ‘Shikhandi’ 
is a work that transcends orientation and gender. 

Mapping India

M apping India presents an overview of important maps that eloquently 
reflect the changing social and political fortunes of India. These 
maps speak of the commercial interests and wars that led to the 

colonisation of India, and show territories the size of countries that were 
conquered, ceded or controlled through treaties. They also record changed 
courses of rivers, routes taken by armies, people living in communities in new 
cities, places where famines occurred, how the highest peak was discovered and 
named, when native royalty gathered to pay respect to the British Emperor, and 
the destination to which Mahatma Gandhi marched with his supporters for the 
salt satyagraha. From the earliest chronicles of India to its post-Independence 
strides, Mapping India is the story of India recounted through its maps. 

Dominique Lapierre, Larry 
Collins, Vikas Publishing House, 
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N eel Mukherjee’s second novel, The Lives of Others, begins in the year 
1966 with a profoundly shocking sequence of abject poverty, in 
which a starving Bengali peasant by the name of Nitai Das slaughters 

his wife and children before committing suicide himself by drinking corrosive 
insecticide. We are then taken off to a plane with two seemingly unrelated 
parallel narratives. In one narrative, we get to meet three generations of a 
Calcutta-based joint family, as their lives revolve around the principal setting of 
this novel, which is their house in Bhabanipur. The family’s head, Prafullanath 
Ghosh, is a successful entrepreneur with several paper mills and the family is 
relatively affluent. The Ghosh family is a solidly middle-class family who try 
to uphold the rigid Hindu beliefs and values of that time. After making their 
fortune in paper production, they are forced to steadily lose their wealth through 
the effects of Partition of Bengal, mismanagement, union trouble and various 
other domestic problems. The novel also depicts briefly some notable moments 
in the history of Calcutta – the Bengal famine of 1943, the ‘Great Calcutta 
Killing’ of 1946, Partition, and the rise to power of the Left Front. But most of 
the action takes place in the years 1968-72, the period in which Calcutta was 
engulfed in the turmoil caused by the Maoist uprising known as the Naxalite 
movement. The novel’s most important character is a Naxalite named Supratik 
Ghosh, who is the eldest grandson of Prafullanath Ghosh.

In the other narrative, we follow the story of Supratik, who has decided 
to abandon his life of privileges to train and work as an activist and guerilla 
fighter for the outlawed communist Naxalites. Along with a group of comrades 
he slips away to Medinipur district of West Bengal in the hope of fomenting 
a revolutionary uprising of the peasantry. During his years in Medinipur, he 
composes a series of letters to a widowed aunt with whom he is in love and 
it is through these letters that we get to learn of his revolutionary activities. 
Supratik leaves a long trail of disaster behind him, as his revolutionary zeal 
brings ruin and death upon many of those for whose cause he is fighting for. 

I must confess, until I picked Robert Galbriath’s The Cuckoo’s Calling from the 
shelves, I had little idea that it was originally penned by the creator of the 
world’s best-selling fantasy series “Harry Potter”, J.K Rowling.

That’s right! The Cuckoo’s Calling is Miss Rowling’s debut foray into crime 
fiction—and it’s well worth it! It’s entirely different from the magical world of 
Harry and made for an excellent “masala read”.

Written and released under the pseudonym of Robert Galbraith, Rowling 
ferries you into the world of Cormoran Strike—a private sleuth with an aging 
rocker dad, a vainglorious ex-fiancée, an over possessive sister and an alp of 
debt, in her debut thriller. Strike isn’t the dapper sleuth, but an underdog that 
none will root for. He isn’t suave looking (as James Bond), has an amputated 
leg, lives alone and the illegitimate child of a rock star. His career is in shambles, 
he looks destined to fail. It’s a smart trope by Rowling to ensure that the readers 
don’t get overwhelmed by the hero. So when he nails the case, we are astounded.

John Bristow, brother of internationally acclaimed, supermodel Lula 
Landry, hires Strike to investigate his sister’s “suicide.” Even though it seems to 
be a dead-end case — proving Lula did not kill herself but was killed, is worthy 
shot. And with this, Strike sets off on the book-long journey, along with his 
competent secretary and sidekick Robin, to prove the police and media that the 

In the end he dooms himself as well, as he is captured by the police and then 
tortured to death. In the same manner, the Ghosh family’s fortunes also go 
into a downward slide due to their own dysfunction and the changing political 
dynamics of Bengal.

The darkness, repression and melancholy portrayed in The Lives of Others 
are relieved by only one glimmer of hope. It is the story of a boy called Sona, 
Supratik’s prodigious cousin, who turns out to be a mathematical genius. His 
abilities are such that Stanford University takes him away from India at the age 
of 15 and he eventually goes on to win the Fields Medal for his work in number 
theory. The prodigy serves as a reminder to all of us that despite the dysfunction 
and deprivation faced by a human being, one can rise against all odds to achieve 
great success. However, the apparent success achieved by Supratik has some 
disastrous ramifications. At the end of the book we find out that while living in 
Medinipur, he had invented a technique for derailing trains. This technique has 
been passed on to the present-day Maoists based in central and eastern India 
who are now using it to devastating effect. This is the legacy that the author 
ascribes to Supratik and says that it is his ‘gift’ to his future comrades. Thus, 
we get to see that Supratik does not give up his life as a brooding ideologue, 
incapable of producing anything tangible. Through the efforts made by the 
Naxals in the late 1960’s, many people have been inspired to take up the cause 
to fight for the rights of the poor and downtrodden tribal people of India. The 
efforts put in by the intelligent young boys like Supratik and his comrades have 
resulted in the present Maoist movement becoming such a severe threat to the 
Indian state. Their agonies and anguish are yet to be handled with compassion 
and understanding by the government.

The Lives of Others is a deeply moving novel on the complex process of 
socio-political transformation taking place in independent India. It brings to 
the forth the poignancy of the widening rural-urban divide as well as the glaring 
difference in lifestyles of the rich and the poor in the democratic India. The 
prose is very lucid and there is an easy flow of the narratives as the writer has a 
deep grasp over the ground situation. The book has been deservedly short-listed 
for the forthcoming ‘Man Booker Prize’. 

model was murdered, in truth.
So who could have wanted Lula dead? The list 
is long:
Guy Some, a famous fashion designer
Kieran Kovolas-Jones, the wannabe star and Lula’s 
favorite driver;
Either one of the Bestiguis, Lula’s neighbors;
Tony Landry, uncle and resident jerk; or
Evan Duffield, loser addict-but-famous boyfriend.

  Then there are other suspects like Ciara, 
Rochelle, Derrick, Deeby, Marlene too. Despite 
his initial hesitancy to reopen one such thoroughly 
investigated, extensively media covered case, Strike 
agrees to help. The deeper he delves into the case, 
he realizes that the circumstances that led to her 
death are more ambiguous than he had deemed.

She was apparently murdered for her ten million pounds worth wealth. 
Strike is appalled to find that she was killed by John for wealth. When he 
confronts him with the truth, he tries to stab him to death as well. The story 
concludes with Lula getting her justice.

Rowling does a fabulous job of introducing the various characters in a way 
to keep you guessing throughout. Intricately detailed, you may be tempted to 
skim the pages occasionally, but resist doing that, as the devil really is in the 
details, as it is with most mysteries. The most touching part of the tale is that 
Lula, a troubled-but-decent person, is still dead at the end. Kudos to Rowling 
for succeeding to garner empathy from readers for a less-than-perfect human 
being like Lula.

So far the character of Strike goes, there is much left unsaid about him 
which makes me wonder if there is another series in making.

Now if you ask if The Cuckoo’s Calling is better than Rowling’s debut adult-
themed fiction The Casual Vacancy, the answer would be not quite so. But then, 
with this crime fiction, Rowling affirms her strong hold over the genre. She 
gives you characters to root for in Strike and Robin. If you are a crime fiction 
enthusiast, you should be instantly engaged. 

The novel depicts briefly some notable moments 
in the history of Calcutta – the Bengal famine 
of 1943, the ‘Great Calcutta Killing’ of 1946, 
Partition, and the rise to power of the Left Front.

The Lives of Others: a true 
portrayal of a decadent society

Review

Anupol Bordoloi.

Suchorita Dutta Choudhury

The Cuckoo’s Calling
Rowling ferries you into the world 
of Cormoran Strike—a private 
sleuth with an aging rocker dad, 
a vainglorious ex-fiancée, an over 
possessive sister and an alp of debt, 
in her debut thriller.
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R obert Reid’s A History of  Frontier Areas Bordering on Assam is a 
fascinating piece of  colonial writing. It is a window into the 
colonial mind with its notions of  people and space that comprise 

Northeast India. Reid’s account amply demonstrates that for the colonial 
system a frontier was a set of  socio-spatial relations and not mere drawing 
and administration of  international boundaries. The framework to understand 
these relations was founded on some anthropological and colonialist 
presumptions. Researchers can dispute these presumptions today. But the 
striking significance of  the book in this regard lies in its candid admission of  
policies and actions, as well in the thought behind them vis-à-vis the practices 
on (colonial) frontier. On such frankness in discussing official policies on 
Northeast India, the post independence Indian state is possibly yet to equal. 
At the same time, Reid also shows that colonialism was not a monolith. 
There were debates and ambiguities within colonialism vis-a-vis the making 
and governance of  the Northeast frontier. Reid’s work is a wealth of  insight 

Robert Reid
Bhabani Books

` 550, HB

G ait’s A History 
of Assam has 
been considered 

a dependable and 
authoritative work on 
Assam. Apart from 
being a pioneering work 
in English, giving a 
continuous history of 
Assam since the early 
times, it laid the very 
foundation of a historical 
study of Assam. It has 

A History of  Assam
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History of the Frontier Areas Bordering on Assam

into these debates. These debates have significant contemporary relevance. They highlight the relation 
between thought and policy making with regard to frontier processes and provide a context to study 
social and political transition from colonial to post-colonial Northeast India.
 The book will be useful to researchers, administrators and policy makers interested in  socio-political 
development of  Northeast India and frontier studies in general. 

been used and reused, cited and recited by many 
scholars and writers as a reference book and 
eventually it turned into a classic. It set the trend 
of history writing not only in Assam but in the 
region as well. There was a time and even today, 
when various scholarly works are readily available, 
still for anyone who wants to know about Assam, 
Gait’s History is instantly referred to. It has been 
occupying a preferential place in the academic 
syllabus of history both in under graduate and post 
-graduate levels and is also of tremendous help to 
research scholars. 

H andloom weaving forms an integral 
part of the socio-cultural heritage 
of India. Many of the textile items 

produced by the weavers in different handloom 
states have worldwide acclaim for their distinctive 
features and fine workmanship. The Northeastern 
region of India in general and the state of Assam 
in particular has a rich tradition of handloom 
weaving descending from generation to generation.

The traditional hand woven fabrics woven out 
of silk as well as cotton are widely known for their 
beauty and simplicity. The varieties of textile items 
produced by the indigenous weavers in different 
ethnic groups indicate many interesting culture-
specific elements as well as similarities.

This unique book goes beyond the 
fundamentals of traditional textiles to remind 
the modern society that indigenous textiles of 
different ethnic groups in Assam are not merely a 
commodity, but a reflector of socio-cultural life of 
the people of this region. It provides a systematic 
account of rich textile traditional covering its past, 
present and historical perspective, including the 
distinctive design elements and their symbolic 
meanings. The minute details in the book are 
expected to be of great help to the handloom lovers 
of the world. 

N atural silk have played a great role in India since more than 4,000 
years to the benefit of  users and producers. The book presents 
many aspects of  silk: biology, research, production, trade, culture 

and history that includes the role of  silk in India’s culture and history, 
India’s place in global silk network, use of  diversity of  silk moth species, 
work environment for silk production, from craft to modern production, 
diversification to other uses of  silk, etc.
	 This book on Indian Sericulture and silks covers the major aspects 
of  silk productions, including biological factors and sericulture, technical and 
trading aspects. It also talks about the silk routes and the importance of  silk in 
the history of  civilisation in India and the world. Sericulture is important for 
creating income mostly in the marginal areas amongst the poor people. One 
of  the unique features of  Indian silk production is the high proportion of  silk 
fabrics that is still hand-woven. 

Book Reading Session of 
Losing My Religion at our Book Store
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Launching of  
Losing My Religion 
at Bhabani Books, 
Panbazar

Vishwas Mudagal giving a brief outline of the 
novel’s story

The author, Vishwas Mudagal with eminent 
writer & translator, Deepika Phukan


