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A Descriptive Account of Assam

Great Game East: India, China, 
and the Struggle for Asia’s Most 

Volatile Frontier

Edward Said &
the Politics of 

CultureA     Descriptive Account 
of Assam by 
William Robinson, 

published first in 1841, has 
undoubtedly become a classic 
book not only on History 
but also on geography, 
sociology and anthropology 
as well. Some of the facts, 
observations and remarks 
of the author could be 
encountered with fresh facts 
and arguments. The editor 
has rendered his editorial 
intervention in many of such 
factual aspects. But, instead 
of revising the original text of 
the book in the light of new 
facts and assessments, the 
originals have been retained 
with utmost care and caution 
and the spellings of the 
proper nouns have been kept 
the same.

W hile much of the world 
focuses on the competition 
between China and 

the United States (and Japan, the 
Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam) in 
the East China Sea and South China 
Sea, another geopolitical struggle 
of equal importance is continuing 
and escalating in South Asia and 
the Indian Ocean involving India, 
China, and the United States. At 
the geographical center of this latter 
struggle is the country of Burma 
(Myanmar), situated between India’s 
northeastern states, Bangladesh, 
southwestern China, and Southeast 
Asia, bordering the Bay of Bengal 
and the Andaman Sea. It is in that 
region, writes Bertil Lintner in his 
new book Great Game East, that 
“twenty-first century Asia’s most serious superpower rivalry” will likely play 
out.
Lintner, a journalist and former correspondent for the Far Eastern Economic 
Review, has been writing on Asian politics for over three decades. He is steeped 
in the history of the region’s diverse ethnic groups and political rivalries. He 
uses the term “Great Game East” to differentiate this current geopolitical 
struggle from the 19th century competition between Great Britain and 
Russia in Central Asia. The Great Game East, Lintner notes, involves not 
only geopolitical rivalries among nations, but also ethnic conflicts within 
India’s northeastern states, Bangladesh and Burma.

R     ecognised as one of 
the seminal thinkers of 
the twentieth century, 

Edward Said has never been out of 
controversy. The controversies have 
often revolved around issues of 
identity, politics and culture – ideas 
that Said championed and argued 
for from his perspectives – and 
while it is not surprising to find his 
position challenged by critics who 
consider him to be parochial and 
limited, there are still others who 
acknowledge the significance of the 
work he has done and the impact 
it has had on contemporary critical 
theory. Edward Said & the Politics of Culture is, amongst other things, an 
invitation to thinking about the conditions of critique that occupied Said. 
While responses to Said will inevitably draw out our intellectual alignments, 
it should also enable us to reorient our views about the ‘politics of culture’ 
that condition contemporary critical and cultural studies.

William Robinson,
Editor: Ramesh Chandra Kalita,
Bhabani Books, ` 590

Bertil Lintner,
Yale University Press, ` 2190

Editor: Bibhash Choudhury,
Bhabani print and publications, ` 275

Scion of Ikshvaku

Scion of Ikshvaku, the first book in the Ramchandra Series by Amish 
Tripathi, would appeal to those who want to know the story of 
Ramayana told through the 

modern eyes. Its key characteristics 
are its conversational language, 
strong women characters and 
debates on moral issues.
The saintly Ram, the devilish 
Ravana, the morally upright Sita, 
the rebellious Bharat and others are 
shown as real people with real lives 
in this book - with attractions to 
the opposite sex, daily quibbles and 
teasing between siblings - and the 
mental tussles between right and 
wrong.
The first and greatest point of 
difference between the traditional 
Ramayana and The Scion of 
Ikshvaku is the depiction of Ram as 
an unloved prince. His father, king 
Dasaratha, considers Ram’s birth 
inauspicious and blames him for all 
his misfortunes. So the fabulously 
powerful and wealthy king of 
Ayodhya is shown to be a defeated 
old man ruling over a crumbling kingdom. The very foundations of the epic 
are laid differently in this story.
The book is full of such fruits of Amish’s imagination, but it is for the reader 
to find them, taste them and judge them. The use of colloquial language 
would come as a respite to those who could not follow Ramayana from start 
to end because of its intricate Hindi or English translations.

Amish,
Westland Ltd, ` 350

New Edition Available

Interview :
Imran Hussain
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People’s President “The Missile 
Man” bades goodbye.

F ormer President APJ Abdul Kalam, the 
‘missile man’ who came to be known as 
‘People’s President’ died after he collapsed 

during a lecture at the IIM in Shillong on 27th July, 
2015. Considered the most popular President, Kalam 
became the 11th head of the state and occupied the 
post between 2002 and 2007.

Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam was born 
on October 15, 1931 in the small coastal temple 
town of Rameshwaram, now in the southern Indian 
state of Tamil Nadu. Abdul’s ancestors had converted 
to Islam after contact with Arab traders who settled along India’s coastal areas 
hundreds of years earlier.

Although he remained a Muslim, he was moulded in the tolerant traditions 
of Sufism and his attitudes and tastes reflected the more heterogeneous culture 
of India. Indeed, he enjoyed a special status in the Hindu Rameshwaram temple 
because one of his ancestors had dived in and retrieved its main idol from a water 
tank.

Kalam’s interest in military technology was fired by an article he read as a 
schoolboy about the Supermarine Spitfire, Britain’s Second World War fighter. 
In the 1980s and 1990s he headed India’s missile programme, developing its 
indigenous nuclear-capable Agni and Prithvi missiles. 

He has penned down several books which will keep inspiring generations to 
come. He was a multifaceted personality showing  outstanding excellence in every 
field he ventured. In his book India 2020, Kalam strongly advocated an action 
plan to develop India into a “knowledge superpower” and a developed nation by 
the year 2020. He regarded his work on India’s nuclear weapons programme as a 
way to assert India’s place as a future superpower.  His untimely death came as a 
shock to the people of the Nation as we are aware that an era has ended. 

On 30th July 2015, the former President was laid to rest at Rameswaram’s Pei 
Karumbu Ground with full state honours.

No Direction Rome

T he protagonist in this existential 
rant is Krantik, who lives in 
Rome. The novel begins with his 

fiancée Pooja—daughter of an influential 
member of Parliament, read thug, so best 
not trifled with—attempting to commit 
suicide during their secret rendezvous 
in Amsterdam. As metaphors for what 
Krantik—who himself stands for the 
current confused generation—is going 
through are both the still-standing ruins 
of Rome as well as a bunch of talking 
turtles whose universe is his landlord’s 
terrace, the landlord being God in this 
case. 
Barua sets up a perfectly humdrum life 
for Krantik: A number-crunching job 
that is complete drudgery, an on-off 
wacko girlfriend in an open relationship, 
“friends” with whom he shares beers, joints and other drugs, 
and polite conversations, loneliness of such proportions that he regularly 
stops random strangers to ask directions to monuments he has no intention 
of visiting just so he can talk with them, and a hypochondriac to boot.

Kaushik Barua,
Fourth Estate, ` 399

APJ Abdul Kalam &
Srijan Pal Singh

T The book gives a brief introduction about different scientists and 
incidents that inspired them to be who they were. It takes up one 
field of science and explains about it in detail. The fields include 

Robotics, Aeronautics, Pathology, 
Space Science, Neuroscience, 
Material Science and Palaeontology.
Dr Kalam and Srijan Pal give detailed 
description of each field giving us a 
background about it who were the 
great scientists involved in the field 
how the field evolved itself and what 
is the future going to be like. Each 
chapter is peppered with incidents 
which make the reading fun and 
interesting. A question answer 
session on each subject ensures that 
all our questions are answered while 
interviews with the subject matter 
experts are superb to read and the 
questions asked to them are practical 
and reveal an ocean of information.
The science behind things and 
scientific theories are explained in a 
simple and lucid manner so that the 

children grasp the meaning. I loved the way each vocation has been depicted 
at the start of each chapter. The illustrations are awesome and add value to 
the text, making it easier to understand. The entire book makes a fascinating 
read and the language is not very difficult to understand. The concepts 
are explained in a simple manner so that even a layman and a student can 
understand the theory behind so many fascinating things.

APJ Abdul Kalam & Srijan Pal Singh, 
Puffin Books, ` 199

The Good Story

Transcendence: My Spiritual
Experiences with Pramukh Swamiji

T he Good Story is an 
exchange between 
a writer with a 

longstanding interest in 
moral psychology and a 
psychotherapist with training in 
literary studies. 
The authors discuss both 
individual psychology and the 
psychology of the group: the 
school classroom, the gang, the 
settler nation where the brutal 
deeds of the ancestors have to be 
accommodated into a national 
story. Drawing on great writers 
like Cervantes and Dostoevsky 
and psychoanalysts like Freud 
and Melanie Klein, they offer 
illuminating insights into the 
stories we tell of our lives. 
The exchanges that follow 
are about the practice of 
psychoanalytic psychotherapy 
and what that practice.

I n Transcendence, Dr Kalam, with his co-author and pupil Arun Tiwari, 
maps a journey of self- realization reflected in the compassionate eyes of 
Pramukh Swamiji, painting a delightfully open-hearted portrait of the fusion 

of spirituality, science and leadership. His candid vignettes from life on the centre 
stage of Indian technology and societal missions, Indian politics and world affairs are 
interwoven with revelations of a profound collection with Swamiji. He describes how 
his path has been illuminated by Swamiji’s words and his inspirational, loving presence. 
Through the life of Pramukh Swamiji and the transnational work of the BAPS 
Swaminarayan Sanstha , Dr Kalam traces the contemporary concerns o the Indian 
diaspora across the world and the emerging Indian identity of a capable, right-thinking 
and hardworking people. Drawing from the lives of great scientists and creative 
leaders, Transcendence captures the essence of all religions and is as much a fountain 
of inspiration and a treasury of wisdom as it is a tribute to the multi-faith, pluralistic 
Indian society

Arabella Kurtz and J.M. Coetzee, 
Random House India, ` 599

A.P.J Abdul Kalam and
Arun Tiwari, Harper Element, ` 450
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The Idea of 
Justice

M uch of Sen’s criticism 
is directed towards 
the liberal philosopher 

John Rawls, whose 1971 book, 
A Theory of Justice, has acquired 
the status of a classic. Sen’s gentle 
and polite deconstruction of Rawls 
shows him to be rather shallow and 
irrelevant. Rawls’s approach, based 
on specific institutions that firmly 
anchor society, demand a single, 
explicit resolution to the principle of 
justice. Stalin had similar ideas.
In The Idea of Justice, Sen places Rawls 
within one of two divergent strands 
of modern western thoughts about 
justice. Stretching from Hobbes to 

Rousseau and Kant, political philosophers have taken the model of a social 
contract as the way to secure agreement over the allocation of freedoms, 
obligations and goods among individuals. Sen calls this “transcendental 
institutionalism”, focused as it is on identifying a singular institutional 
model, derived from abstract principles.
In this intricate, endlessly thought-provoking book, Sen brings the full force 
of his formidable mind and his moral sense to show how specific questions 
– of chronic malnourishment, ill-health, demographic gender imbalance – 
must be analysed in terms of justice. Doing something about them is not a 
discretionary matter – it is a requirement of being human. Sen is the most 
sophisticated intellectual campaigner of our times – his arguments have 
shaped not just academic disciplines but the policies of governments and of 
global institutions.

Amartya Sen,
Penguin Books, ` 599

Written in Tears

T he theme of the stories 
is how the lives of 
women are affected by 

militants and one of the more 
gripping stories in Kalita’s 
collection is the tale of a family 
whose son becomes radicalised 
and joins a band of local 
insurgents. A young woman 
arrives at her in-laws’ house 
as a newlywed bride only to 
discover that her brother-in-law 
is acting strange by distancing 
himself from the rest of the 
family. With time, the brother-
in-law’s connection to militants 
comes to light and the family 
is violently ostracised by the 
community they live in.
Some of the stories are 
disturbing and call to mind the 
injustice women suffer at the 
hands of a conservative society. 

One of Kalita’s novellas recounts the tale of a young woman who was seen 
touching a man in public. As a result, her coveted long hair was chopped off 
by locals as punishment. The reason for cutting her hair dated back to an old 
folktale which the villagers still followed. As the title of the book suggests, 
this collection recounts the harrowing experiences of women who live in a 
region scarred by conflict. Kalita examines the history of Assamese aggression 
and hatred that has existed for decades. In one interview, she stated that she 
does not wish to be referred to as a “woman writer”, even though much of her 
writing focuses on women’s issues. She previously even refused an award given 
to her based on gender, showcasing her vehement dislike for the label. Thus, 
while it may be easy for some readers to pass off Written in Tears as ‘chick lit’ 
due to its preoccupation with female characters, the book does not lend itself 
so neatly to such a stereotypical genredue to its weighty context.

Arupa Patangia Kalita, Translated by Ranjita Biswas, Harper 
Collins India, ` 325

Three Rivers and a Tree: The 
Story of Allahabad University

A Complete Biography
Abraham Lincoln

T he University of 
Allahabad is the fourth 
oldest university in 

India, an institution that has 
produced innumerable political 
figures, jurists, bureaucrats, 
writers and men of letters. Its 
history resounds with famous 
names, and its inspiring and 
entertaining campus lore has 
been passed down for decades. 
The story of the university has 
been enriched by the many 
constituent stories of the 
personalities therein, European 
and Indian. It counts, amongst 
its luminaries, Motilal Nehru, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, Dr 
Meghnad Saha, Harivansh Rai 
Bachchan, Firaq Gorakhpuri, 
Dharamvir Bharti and many 
more. Not to forget vice 
chancellors like Sir Sunder Lal, 
Ganganatha Jha and Amarnatha Jha, who were legends in themselves.
In this book, Neelum Saran Gour fondly recalls the many stories and 
anecdotes associated with the University to put together a comprehensive 
history of this iconic institution. Starting from the inception of the college 
at what was then Lowther Castle to its present day status, she traces its long 
journey of almost 128 years, analyzing the history of the University against 
the backdrop of the emergence of the Indian nation. Along the way she also 
reflects on some of the unforgettable personalities that peopled the campus. 
A centre of high learning, a political hub during the national movement and 
a celebrated literary nucleus, the story of Allahabad University is one that 
deserves to be told and more importantly, read by all.

I n this complete biography, Lord 
Charnwood presents the story 
of the 16th President of the 

United States, Abraham Lincoln.
Abraham Lincoln is the 1916 
biography of Lincoln by 
British author, scholar 
and politician Lord 
Charnwood. Born 
Godfrey Benson the 
year before Lincoln’s 
death, Charnwood 
was named a 
Baron in 1911. His 
biography remains 
one of the earliest works on Lincoln available to the modern reader.
On February 12, 1809, a boy was born to a couple in a one-room log cabin on 
the Sinking Spring Farm in Hardin County, Kentucky. His parents, Thomas 
and Nancy Lincoln, named the child for Thomas’ father, Abraham. The 
Lincolns shifted to Perry County, Indiana, and in a fit of milk sickness, the 
young boy’s mother died. He grew up in Indiana, under the care of his sister 
until their father remarried. Soon, he began to show the ability for taking up 
responsibility and soon acquired a reputation for brawn and audacity. When 
he was 23, Abraham tried his hand in business, eventually giving it up to 
join the Illinois Militia during the Black Hawk War. He served as a captain 
in the war and returned to contest for the August 6 elections for the Illinois 
General Assembly. He later decided to become a lawyer and studied by 
himself, reading voraciously. He failed in his first campaign, but succeeded 
in his second attempt in 1834. He moved to Springfield, Illinois after being 
admitted to the Bar. He practiced law under several notable lawyers and 
later served four consecutive terms in the Illinois House of Representatives 
as a Whig representative from Sangamon County.
On November 6, 1860, the boy who was born in a farm was elected as the 
16th President of the United States of America. History forever remembers 
his name, and it shall continue to do so for all his contributions to the country. 
His role in the American Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation 
cemented his name in the concrete path of human history, and it is a name 
that deserves both awe and respect. This book is the complete story of his life 
and his eventual assassination. This is the story of Abraham Lincoln.

Neelum Saran Gour, Rupa Publications, ` 295

Mahaveer Publishers, ` 250
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Go Set a
Watchman

T he novel imparts a fuller, 
richer understanding 
and appreciation of 

Harper Lee. It is an unforgettable 
novel of wisdom, humanity, 
passion, humour and effortless 
precision – a profoundly 
affecting work of art that is 
both wonderfully evocative of 
another era and relevant to our 
own times. It not only confirms 
the enduring brilliance of To Kill 
a Mockingbird, but also serves 
as its essential companion, 
adding depth, context and new 
meaning to a classic. The novel 
wonderfully captures the world 
of a young woman, from the 
deep south who, going home, is 
confronted by the racist attitudes of Atticus Finch, her father, and Henry 
(“Hank”) Clinton, her “white trash” boyfriend and a world, in painful 
yet necessary transition out of the illusions of the past – a journey that 
can be guided by one’s own conscience. 
Told in the third person, the novel traces Jean Louise’s painful coming 
to terms with her roots. The most vivid passages, which are fleeting, 
concern twenty something Miss Finch’s recollections of childhood and 
her brother, Jem, who is now dead. The novel has a certain promise, but 
not much more.

Harper Lee, Random House, ` 799

Day of Reckoning Stories

Even before Indian 
writing in English 
became the fashionable 

thing it is today, Nayantara 
Sahgal was a name to reckon 
with internationally. In Day 
of Reckoning - Stories, her first 
collection of short stories, one 
finds a familiar engagement 
with society, human rights 
and politics and a Sahgalesque 
subversive take on tradition.
A foreign journalist tries 
to make sense of a rapidly 
changing India even as a leading 
political leader is assassinated 
in public, a Naxalite who 
believes in scientific killing of 
the class enemy and the cult of 
violence is shattered when it 
boomerangs on him, a favourite aunt assigned the task of getting her 
young nephew back to India from London for an arranged marriage 
finds more than she had bargained for.
This is a thought-provoking, yet disturbing collection of stories from a 
master storyteller. Brimming with rare insights on the human condition 
and informed by the changing political and cultural ambience of the 
nation, Day of Reckoning is a must-have addition to every library.

Nayantara Sehgal, Harper 
Collins India, ` 425

The Impatient Optimist: Bill 
Gates In His Own Words

B ill Gates is a renowned 
and inspirational 
name in the world of 

business. Some call him a ruthless 
billionaire and others a benevolent 
philanthropist. Bill Gates is 
popularly known as the ingenious 
visionary who made a powerful 
and ineffaceable impact on the 
development of digital technology 
in the last 30 years. Lisa Rogak’s 
Impatient Optimist: Bill Gates In 
His Own Words presents an in-
depth look at the real Bill Gates.
Bill Gates became the youngest 
ever self-made billionaire at the 
age of 31 in 1987. Today he is 
known as the former CEO and 
founder of Microsoft. He has been 
revered as a business icon for over 

three decades. Although some of his critics call him tyrannical, he is the 
one who led one of the biggest revolutions in history by understanding the 
role software would play in the digital age.
Bill Gates retired from Microsoft in 2008, though he is still the non-
executive chairman, and took up working full-time at the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. He devoted all his time to this foundation and soon 
the world witnessed a kinder and gentler Gates, who was moved by Third 
World health and educational issues.
People from all different strata of society look upon Bill Gates as a role 
model and get inspired by his words and business strategies. When Gates 
shifted towards the philanthropic world, his second act became grander 
than his first one. Impatient Optimist: Bill Gates In His Own Words sheds 
light on personality by drawing material from the media over the last 
thirty years. It is a unique and exceptional book that uses direct quotes 
from the great man himself to portray his character and benevolence to 
the readers.
The book is systematically organized into different categories. The quotes 
included here elucidate his point of view on numerous issues such as 
business, philanthropy, technology addiction, Microsoft, money, and 
most importantly life.

Edited by Lisa Rogak, Collins Business, ` 199

Kashmir : The Vajpayee Years

T here comes a day 
in one’s life when 
one feels it should 

all be put down before 
memory fades. There are 
endless memories and I 
have carried a story with 
me for a long time.
Srinagar in the winter of 
1989 was an eerie ghost 
town witnessing the 
beginnings of a war dance. 
The dam burst the night 
boys from the separatist 
JKLF group were freed in 
exchange for the release 
of Rubaiya Sayeed, the 
Union home minister’s 
daughter. As Farooq 
Abdullah had predicted, 
the government’s caving 
in emboldened many 
Kashmiris into thinking 
that azaadi was possible. 

‘The price we will have to pay’ were Farooq’s prophetic words. Killings 
were almost a daily occurrence. Bomb explosions and firings occurred 
not far from the chief minister’s residence in the most secure zone. Gun-
toting youth in trucks were seen close to the cantonment. Kashmiris 
believed that they were on the verge of liberation. A.S. Dulat, who was 
posted there, saw Intelligence Bureau colleagues being picked off one by 
one.
It was a long, slow haul to regaining control. From then to today, 
Dulat has had a continuous engagement with Kashmir. The initiatives 
launched by the Vajpayee government in power from 1998 to 2004 were 
the high point of this constant effort to keep balance in a delicate state. 
As Vajpayee said, Kashmir was a problem that had to be solved.
In this extraordinary memoir that reads like a thriller, Dulat gives a 
sweeping account of the difficulties, successes and near triumphs in the 
effort to bring back Kashmir from the brink. He shows the players, the 
politics, the strategies and the true intent and sheer ruthlessness of the 
meddlers from across the border. Kashmir: The Vajpayee Years paints an 
unforgettable portrait of politics in India’s most beautiful but troubled 
state.

Abeer Y. Hoque,
Harper Collins India, ` 499
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The Lovers and the Leavers

India on My Platter

A Children’s History of India

Shivaji : The Grand Rebel

I n twelve linked stories, 
the characters in The 
Lovers and the Leavers 

intersect and drift apart across 
several years and continents. 
Komola, a maid in a quiet 
mansion in Dhaka, begins a 
doomed relationship with a 
handsome, mysterious man. 
Her nephew, a gifted little boy 
in her village, nurses a terrible 
secret, and his mother flees, 
ending up by the sea in Chennai. 
At the other end of the world, a 
Bangladeshi-American woman, 
Rox, lusts after a teenager, while 
her best friend, the rebellious 
Ila, must choose between love 
and tradition. Artfully woven 
with poems and photographs, 

these stories move between India, Bangladesh, America and Europe. A 
haunting, lyrical collection, The Lovers and the Leavers announces the 
arrival of a formidable talent.

B ackpacking through 
the country, young chef 
Saransh Goila sets off 

on a culinary trail through India, 
where in he discovers the various 
nuances of local cuisine. From 
rural villages to barren deserts to 
freezing mountains, he unfolds 
the flavor of his destination by 
meeting local villagers or erstwhile 
royalty, picking up a tip or two 
to use in his kitchen. Wherever 
he goes, he makes sure to visit 
the famous eateries of that place. 
Through him, the reader can 
vividly smell the spices and taste 
the dishes that are described. The 
recipes given also present ways on 
using locally found ingredients. 
From having steaming Murthal ke 

paranthes to savoring tasty street food in home town Delhi, from cooking 
on a boat in Varanasi to cooking dishes using a bamboo hollow in Assam, 
Goila does it all and presents his adventures in a lucid, flowing narrative 
peppered with humorous anecdotes.

W hich were the 
first cities of 
India and how 

were they discovered? 
What was it like living in 
Mughal times? How did 
the British, who had come 
to trade in India, end up 
ruling the country? How 
has India changed after 
Independence? Delve into 
Indias past to discover the answers to these questions and many more in 
this comprehensive history of our nation. Journey through time to visit 
the baths and palaces of the first cities of Harappa, the stupas of Ashoka 
and the flamboyant courts of the great Mughals, rich in art, culture and 
architecture. Learn how the revolution of 1857 really started and march 
alongside Gandhi on his quest for an India free from British rule. Plus, 
discover more about each period through fun and easy To do activities. 
Told in simple, lucid prose and interspersed with beautiful illustrations, 
A Children’s History of India makes learning history a fun and engaging 
experience for readers of all ages.

H e was a great captain and the 
only one who has had the 
magnanimity to raise a new 

kingdom - Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.
A great warrior and skilled administrator, 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, better known 
as Shivaji, was the founder of the great 
Maratha Empire, and one who instilled 
a sense of Maratha identity in his people. 
At a time, when the Mughal Empire was 
at its zenith, Shivaji was the only one 
who dared to challenge the might of 
Emperor Aurangzeb. He steadily grew his 
army from a humble contingent of 2,000 
soldiers to a force of 100,000. Assisted 
by a disciplined military system, a well-
structured administrative organization 
and a deeply traditional society, soon the 
Maratha force became the only military power of consequence against the 
Mughals in India.
Including accounts of legendary encounters like those with the Adil-Shahi 
Sultanate and the menacing Aurangzeb, The Grand Rebel is an epic saga 
of an Indian warrior king whose tales of victory and valour have been 
inspiring the nation for centuries.

Abeer Y. Hoque,
Harper Collins India, ` 499

Saransh Goila, Om Books International, ` 295

Subhadra Sen Gupta,
Rupa Publications, ` 295

Sudha Murthy,
Penguin Books, ` 250

The Day I Stopped Drinking Milk: 
Life Stories from Here and There

T h e 
Day I 

S t o p p e d 
D r i n k i n g 
Milk: Life 
Stories From 
Here And 
There is a book 
that comprises 
23 short 
stories that 
are based on 
the personal 
events in the 
life of Murthy.
One of the 
stories is about Chitra, whose story is highly inspiring. This book 
explains how Chitra’s life was completely transformed after meeting 
Murthy during a train journey from Mumbai to Bangalore. Chitra had 
gotten onto the train without a ticket, but the author took her in and 
provided her with shelter. Chitra studies and later moves abroad and is 
very appreciative of Murthy’s gesture. In another story, the readers are 
introduced to Vishnu, who is a highly successful man, yet he doesn’t 
know what it feels like to be happy.
In another story, entitled Ganga’s Ghat, the readers are introduced to 
an old lady, who desires to achieve something in life. She experiences 
contentment as a result of seeing to the needs of her fellow villagers by 
setting up a bathing facility. The story Changing India revolves around 
the author’s experiences in America, hearing two different opinions about 
the country. One of the stories in this book revolves around Venkat, who 
doesn’t heed to other people’s advice, but only speaks.
In the cover story of this book, The Day I Stopped Drinking Milk: Life 
Stories From Here And There, the readers are introduced to a family 
residing in Odisha, with whom the author had once stayed during her 
visit to the village. As the author is a guest to the family, they desired 
to give her some food or drink. The author asks for a glass of milk, at 
which they were completely flustered and unable to meet her request. 
This book also contains a heartwarming story of the life of a Muslim 
named Rahman, who was brought up by his Hindu neighbour.
The stories in The Day I Stopped Drinking Milk: Life Stories From Here 
And There are simple and move the heart of the reader, helping them to 
realize how blessed they are.

Dennis Kincaid,
Rupa Publications, ` 295
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Chanakya in You : Adventures
of a Modern Kingmaker

Keep off the Grass

Ideal

Manik- Da : Memories of Satyajit Ray

Dream With your Eyes Open : 
An Entrepreneurial Journey

C hanakya in you is the charming, 
lighthearted and yet profound 
tale of a man inspired by his 

grandfather to seek the wisdom of the 
Arthashastra.
Like many of us in our youth, the young 
man has no idea what he wants to do with 
his life. He lives aimlessly from one day to 
the next - his is only passion is studying 
the Arthashastra.
When he decides to pursue this passion in 
all seriousness, it proves to be the turning 
point of his life! Journey with this modern-
day disciple of Chanakya’s age-old wisdom 
as he applies the Arthashastra principles 
in every aspect of his life, becoming the 
richest man in the world and inspiring a 
whole nation to take up study of Sanskrit 

and ancient Indian literature for business success is worth buy.
Interestingly, this book does not have a single character with a name. The 
story is about you and your journey through life. While you flip through the 
pages, you may well find yourself walking the hero’s path to bring out the 
Chanakya inside you.
The book can be read by a parent and a young adult, by a business tycoon 
or an academic scholar with equal ease. It is a book for the people, a book 
that makes you think. With short chapters and easy-to-read language, you 
cannot put down the book till you discover the Chanakya in You!

K eep Off The Grass is about 
a brilliant 25 year old 
Non Resident Indian 

(NRI), who is stuck with an identity 
crisis. A Yale graduate who makes half 
a million every year as an investment 
banker at Wall Street, Samrat Ratan 
chooses to return to India to discover 
his roots,happiness, and everything else 
that seems elusive.
His quest in his homeland starts with 
one of the most popular business 
schools in India, the Indian Institute 
of Management (IIM) at Bangalore. 
Contrary to the person he was before he 
enrolled himself into IIM-Bangalore, 
his grades and self-esteem fall as he gets high on marijuana frequently. His 
life becomes nothing less than a roller-coaster ride thereon.
Samrat remains perpetually stoned and experiences bizarre adventures, 
including sharing a smoke with and being almost consumed by flesh-eating 
Aghori saints on the banks of the river Ganges in Benares, meditating on the 
foothills of the mighty Himalayas, and indulging in a one-night stand with 
a Danish hippie in Dharamshala.
This hilarious and introspective debut novel by Karan Bajaj traces Samrat’s 
journey and keeps the readers intrigued till the very end.
The book has very good insights of Contemporary India, Indian attitudes 
and business school and makes for a fine read.

A yn Rand’s Ideal is the story of a 
beautiful but tormented actress 
Kay Gonda who is accused of 

murder and is on run. She turns for help 
to her six fans who have written letters to 
her, each telling her that she represents 
their ideal- a respectable family man, a far-
left activist, a cynical artist, an evangelist, 
a playboy, and a lost soul. Each reacts to 
her plight in his own way, their reactions 
glimpses into their secret selves and their 
true values. In the end, their responses 
to her pleas give Kay the answers she has 
been seeking.
Ideal was written in 1934 as a novel, but Ayn Rand thought the theme of the 
piece would be better realized as a play and put the novel aside. Now both 
versions of Ideal are available for the first time ever to the millions of Ayn 
Rand fans around the world, giving them a unique opportunity to explore 
the creative process of Rand as she wrote first a book, then a play, and the 
differences between the two.

M anik-Da: Memories of Satyajit Ray 
portrays the camaraderie of Satyajit 
Ray, known to his intimates as Manik-

da, one of India’s most respected film makers and 
Nemai Ghosh, photographer extraordinaire.
A HarperCollins India publication, Manik-Da is 
an English translation from the Bengali original by 
SK Ray Chaudhuri, which includes an insightful 
Foreword by Sharmila Tagore, rare anecdotes 
about Satyajit Ray along with over fifty exquisite, 
never-before-seen photographs of the great artist 
through the lens of Nemai Ghosh, a kindred spirit, 
whom Ray took under his wings, thus forming a 
lifelong partnership that spanned over a quarter of 

I n Dream With Your Eyes Open, 
first-generation entrepreneur and 
UTV-founder Ronnie Screwvala 

details his vast experiences and the myriad 
lessons learnt from more than two decades 
of building some successful (and some not 
so successful) businesses, bringing clarity 
to a quickly changing business landscape 
and making an impassioned case for the 
role of entrepreneurship in India’s future. 
If you’ve ever had an impactful, disruptive 
product or business idea, been curious 
about owning your own business, or 
have already taken the first steps on your 
entrepreneurial journey, this is the book 
for you. If youve been running your own 
company for the last seven-odd years and 
scale, brand and value-creation are some 
of the crossroads for you now, keep reading. If you think 
your parents or family would freak out if you dared to suggest ditching your 
safe haven, your professional job to pursue your dreams of owning your own 
business, relax. Better yet, share this book with them.
If you are an experienced professional ready to take the plunge into starting 
your own business or committed to growing into an effective leader in the 
company you work for, read on. This book hopes to demystify failure, inspire 
success, raise ambitions and help you think big. Dream With Your Eyes Open 
shares failures and triumphs, thoughts and anecdotes in a simple narrative 
that could help you gain better insights into entrepreneurship and give 
you a fighting chance when it comes to realizing your dreams in a David-
versus-Goliath world. Only then will we succeed in harnessing the country’s 
enormous entrepreneurial potential with the most energetic and passionate 
people in the world, alive with fresh mindsets, optimism and hope. This 
book is about it can be done, not I did it. It is all possible. Just dream your 
own dream and when you do, dream with your eyes open.

Radhakrisnan Pillai,
Jaico Publishing House, ` 299

Karan Bajaj,
Harper Collins India, ` 199

Ayn Rand,
Penguin Books, ` 399

Ronnie Screwvala,
Rupa Publications, ` 295

a century.
Manik-Da is a warm, personal read and a befitting 
tribute to the filmmaker, where one is almost 
touched by Nemai’s childlike fascination and 
reverence for his hero Satyajit Ray.
In the book, Nemai goes on to narrate that how 
one fine day he chanced upon a Canon camera and 
was persuaded by his friends to capture Satyajit 
Ray, who was shooting for ‘Goopy Gyne Bagha 
Byne’ in the neighborhood. 
Manik-Da is a rich, insightful, lucidly written and 
fascinating book on the life and times of Satyajit 
Ray through the lens of Nemai Ghosh. It is a highly 
recommended book if you are a Satyajit Ray fan.

Nemai Ghosh,
Harper Collins India, ` 199
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Myth, Mystery, Magic : An Interview with Imran Hussain

BB: As we know, you are writer of ‘‘Myth, Mystery, Magic” 
and abundant imagination, what are the elements that make a 
person a creative writer, according to you?
IH: To become a creative fictionist you must have a pair of 
enormous wings, wings of imagination. With those wings 
you must fly to the land you have never seen before— to the 
time and space, the places and the people, the chronology 
of happenings and everything. With boundless and endless 
imagination you must have strong roots that will grab your 
feet to the ground. As you have to search for your roots in 
the soil, you will as well have to get out of the soil to search 
for that other world through your enormous wings, to find 
the land of unknown. You know, every human being has 
unique experiences from life, the childhood experiences often 
play a pivotal role in an artist’s life. But only experiences are 
not enough, along with that your perspectives towards the 
experiences are more important. The understanding of life, 
entanglement with roots, imagination and ideas, and opening 
doors of perception to lived experiences and beyond— all 
these things must be juxtaposed and carried forward through 
a perfect language—this is what transforms a creative writer 
to a creative artist. And language is very important 
because “it is the language which speaks, not the 
author” as Mallarme rightly points out.

BB: You have mentioned just now that childhood 
experiences are important. Please tell us about your 
childhood. Do you have any such unique experience 
from childhood that inspired you to become a creative 
writer? 
IH: Though you may find lots of myths, 
superstitions, customs, beliefs of our rural folk 
life in my stories, my life on the contrary is purely 
urban. I was born and brought up in Dhubri, a 
sleepy town at the eastern corner of Assam. My 
home is just opposite to a huge dirty slum called 
‘Dabri’. This place is near a close ended railway line 
where murderers, drunkards, pick-pockets, movie-
blackers and cheap prostitutes dwell. I have seen lots 
of communal riots and murders in my childhood 
especially at the time of the Bhaxa Andolan. During 
those days, murderers and daredevils like Minnu, 
Babu, Azad, Duberu, Joban were our real heroes. 
We wanted to be like them as everybody was scared 
of them. In such awful milieu, I would have gone 
astray had my father late Liaquat Hussain not been there. 
He was a strict teacher and an extraordinary artist. He had 
painted the portrait of Sankardeva in 1962. My grandfather, 
staunch in the teachings of the Shariyat, so did not approve 
painting portraits. But he had great skill of telling sagas of 
Islamic prophets, legends of Hassan-Hussain, tales of Arabian 
Nights and so on. Maybe my imagination spurted from those 
moments. 

BB: As we come to know that you have spent your childhood 
and aftermath in a densely populated town experiencing anti-
social elements, communal riots and so on. But we haven’t come 
across any story of yours with these urban experiences. Rather you 
are a narrator of rural folk life of this region. We wonder how this 
happened.
IH: It is not that I haven’t written anything about urban life. 
The first story Chetana, based on my childhood experiences 
on communal violence was published in my college magazine 
when I was a student. My encounter with the stories of 
Mahashweta Devi and Manik Bandhopadhay, awakened me 
and instilled in me the awareness of subaltern rural people 
and their ways of life. So, in subsequent times, I did not want 
to become the narrator of limited urban life. Rural suburbs 
beckoned me towards its inside; I journeyed through various 
indigenous villages while exploring their myths, beliefs, 
cultures and became a worshipper of the diversity of folk life. 

BB: In the collection Hudumdao aru Ananya Galpa, first 
published by Sahitya Akademi in 2003, there were seven stories, 
all based on folk life. But in the recently translated volume The 
Water Spirit and Other Stories, published by Harper Collins, the 
eighth story “Enchantment”, you are one of the characters. So can 

Imran Hussain (B. 1966) is a creative writer who is critically acclaimed for his prismatic 
tales from the soil with multilayered postmodern techniques. His recent collection The 
Water Spirit and Other Stories published by Harper Collins and translated by Dr. Mitali 
Goswami, has hit stores in India and abroad. These tales are a motley blend of folklore, 
myth, subaltern conciousness and, magic realism. Besides English, Hussain’s stories have 
been translated to Bodo, Bengali, Oriya and Gujrati and published by Indian Literature, 
Katha, Chandravaga, Jatra Oxford University Press and others. His other books include 
A  Modern and Postmodern Terminology, Rupantaror Goidya, Asthir Prantor. Hussian is 
the receipient of the Katha Award for creative fiction, Chandraprabha Barua Memorial 
Award, Jehirul Hussain Memorial Award for his illustrious contribution to short fiction. 
He is also the founder editor of Bhoomi. Presently he teaches Political Science in Sipajhar 
College.

Here we have Bondita Baruah in a short and candid conversation with the  writer himself.

we say that your stories are partly autobiographical and partly 
fictional?
IH: Actually every piece of fiction is partly autobiographical and 
partly fictional. Fictional in the sense that every fiction writer 
must have enormous imagination. Side by side, the fictionist 
must have wide range of experience of real world. It doesn’t 
mean that those experiences must be personal experiences 
of your own. If you keep sitting upon the Ivory Tower, 
your writing will be confined to limited autobiographical 
experiences or based on secondary sources. But if you get out 
of that shell, and go on to experience and feel the pains and 
pangs, agonies and ecstasies, joys and sorrows of people, then 
those other experiences also would become your own. If you 
are down to earth, imaginative and sensitive enough, keeping 
aside your class, gender, religion etc, you will be able to write 
objectively, and even would be able to transform yourself.   
“Enchantment” was my last short story. Though I have used 
my name in the story, it was not me. As I have criticised a 
writer’s yearning and craving to earn fame, to become a best 
seller, the lust to attain awards and to become immortal, and 
as I myself is a writer, so instead of using anyone else’s name, I 

have used my name itself. The story however is not about this, 
it’s about cultural imperialism, how the East is being sold in 
the hands of the West. How the agents of cultural imperialism 
have entered our culture! I have used necromancy of East 
Bengal widely here; actually the world of sorcery and magic 
is symbolic of Bangladeshi immigration and the enchanting 
world of western imperialism.

BB: Do you believe that Northeast India is a vibrant zone 
which exhibits a rich literary tradition? 
IH:  Yes, Northeast India has a rich literary tradition. In case 
of Assam, the legacy of this tradition is a strong one for its very 
foundation was laid down by Sankardeva and Madhavdev. 
In modern times, Lakshminath Bezbaroa and others have 
enriched our literature in national arena. But still we don’t have 
any internationally accepted writer. In short fiction we have 
Late Sourav Kumar Chaliha who could have been appreciated 
worldwide but since nobody is concerned, so his spirit must 
find an international publisher and a sensitive translator!

BB: Very often we find that people talk about the region as 
a dark zone which suggests elements like witchcraft, head hunting 
and so on. Do you think this pan Indian impression is justified?
IH: In Northeast you will find all the seven sisters have rich 
oral literature, culture and tradition. But it is not all about 
head hunting and witchcraft though. Here, all tribes have 
unique ways of social control, community works, cremation 
rites and so on with inherent philosophies which have very 
strong reasoning. People outside India do not recognise the 
Northeast, the irony however is that most of the urban people 
inside the region do not understand tribal culture with their 
sophisticated urban gaze. For very many days and years, I too 

was in the dark, but gradually I am starting to discover the 
region. You see, for modernization and globalisation our virgin 
cultures are waning day by day, at a time when these cultures 
could have been a great source for a literary movement of new 
identity similar to the Latin American ‘Boom’. 

BB: In your translated Harper Collins collection, we find 
two of your stories, “Encroach” and “The Water Spirit”, have an 
element of magic realism in it. Can you enlighten us on how you 
establish the link between the real and the magical?  
IH: “Encroach” was my first story written in 1994, at that time 
I was not aware of Magic Realism. But after three years, I read 
a Bengali translation of Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s “An Old 
Man with Enormous Wings”. This story which was written 
for children gave new wings on my shoulders to fly with my 
imagination. Later, I read Marquez more and a few others. 
Magic realism is a way through which firmly grounded stark 
reality can be depicted fully, conveying a wonderful vision of 
the fantastic and magical features of reality. Other elements 
like the presence of the supernatural, play with time and space, 
multi-dimensional hybridity, layered fictional narrative and 
plenitude amaze me a lot. 
Deconstructing a local myth of fishermen community, I tried 
to create an Assamese version of the magic realist story “The 
Water Spirit” in 1999. I just tried to fit this supernatural 
and mysterious myth in the real world, and gave a possible 
explanation by using some magical elements and narrations, 
creating a parallel reality. “Encroach” is about our mystical 
connection with nature depicting the ecological depletion of 
the present world and the inhuman human atrocities upon 
nature. A little girl was so pained by the felling of her favourite 
old tree that she found the hybrid spirit of the tree in her 
dream-like reality anthropomorphised as an old man. 

BB: Your “Encroach” reflects postmodern concepts like Eco-
criticism and Eco-feminism. Again you have shown 
a strong knack to portray ‘women’ in the stories “The 
Butterfly” and “The Journey”. Being a male writer how 
do you feel so strongly about the feminine side?
IH: While I was writing “Encroach” I was an 
environmental activist, an active member of Nature’s 
Beckon. In 1988 we roamed all over Assam for a 
campaign called “Brahmaputra–Barak Valley Natural 
and Environmental Awareness Campaign”, sponsored 
by Government of India. At that young age, I 
was yet to be acquainted with the postmodernism 
theories but was passionately involved with the issues 
of environmental degradation. So the story is an 
emotional output of that. 
In case of “The Butterfly” and “The Journey” it’s a bit 
different. Being born and brought up in a Muslim 
ghetto in the Eastern corner of Assam, I had no 
idea of the Assamese Hindu rituals. While in my 
University days, seeing banana poles being decorated 
in my warden’s quarter, I came to know of ‘tuloni biya’ 
which shocked and amazed me. Had I known about 
this ritual since childhood, I would not have been so 
surprised nor written a story. By this time I had read 

some preliminary texts about feminism. Beauvoir’s befitting 
remark “one is not born, rather becomes, a woman” became an 
inspiration for “The Butterfly” later on. The ideological aspects 
are almost same in “The Journey” but it is situated in a Muslim 
society. Here I criticize ‘Hilla’, a rule of the Shariyat—that is 
if a Muslim wants to have his divorced wife back, she has to 
get married to yet another man and divorce him, to return to 
her former husband. This is regarded as a punishment upon 
the man so that he cannot have her in her previous purity. But 
my question was isn’t this a punishment upon the lady as well? 
 In case of male writers, usually they cannot fully understand 
the female psyche or their real angst. So, I try to understand 
deeply the feminine side and go beyond the limitations of my 
gender; a sort of de-gendering myself.

BB: The author is a creator; do you think the translator has 
the liberty to exercise enormous power over the author’s text or has 
many limitations?
IH: Both author and translator are creative persons and 
both have their own limitations. A creative writer portrays 
his imagination through his writings. But can he control his 
characters? Can he write exactly what he imagines? Can he 
accurately describe his dreams and nightmares? Can he express 
psychedelic experiences? Again, the translator’s job is to take the 
author’s text to a different language. She also has imagination 
and creativity. But at the time of translation, her creativity 
should confine to the author’s creativity, her credibility will 
lie in her ability to imagine what the author has imagined. So 
she has to transform with precision the author’s lines into the 
target language, not only the written lines, sometimes delving 
in between the lines. If she goes beyond that, she becomes the 
author, not the translator!

Imran Hussain, Tr : Mitali Goswami,
Harper Collins ` 299Imran Hussain, Jyoti Prakashan, ` 100

Bondita Baruah



BOOK
QUEST 8

Dear Readers / Publishers,

You can send Book Reviews and Write-ups with 
publication details within (300-500) words to 
the following address:

The Editor
Bhabani Books
House No. 176, Rainbow House
Opp. Car Club, Rajgarh Main Road, 
Guwahati-7, Ph: +91-361-2522222

Or you can also mail at
books@bhabani.com

Published by Bidhan Dev on behalf of Bhabani Books, an imprint of Bhabani Offset Pvt. Ltd., Bhabani Complex, Hatishila, Panikhaiti, Guwahati-781026, Assam, India. Printed at Bhabani Offset Pvt. Ltd., Bhabani Complex, Hatishila, Panikhaiti, Guwahati-781026, Assam, India.
Phone: (0361) 2524056, 2528155, 2522222, 098540-43339 (M), 087239-79612 (M). Fax: (0361) 2450797. E-mail: books@bhabani.com. Website: www.bhabani.com

Editor: Sneha Verma                                        Layout and Design: Gagan Das

Volume II, Issue IX, August-September, 2015

Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and
his years of Pilgrimage

The Valley of 
Masks

The Untold Story of India’s Partition

A Stamp is Born

C olorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage is the 
long-awaited new novel-- a book that sold more than a 
million copies the first week it went on sale in Japan-

-from the award-winning, internationally best-selling author 
Haruki Murakami.
Here he gives us the remarkable story of Tsukuru Tazaki, a 
young man haunted by a great loss; of dreams and nightmares 
that have unintended consequences for the world around us; 
and of a journey into the past that is necessary to mend the 
present. It is a story of love, friendship, and heartbreak for the 
ages.
Tsukuru Tasaki (whose name means “To build”) belongs to 
a symbiotic group of five friends. Each one of their names 
represent a color as well as each one possess a certain quality 
or talent except Tsukuru, at least that’s how he constantly feels. 
After a sudden and unexpected event, Tsukuru is simply cut 
down from this quintessential group. Deeply affected by this 
and without receiving or asking for an explanation he decides 
to leave to Tokyo, where he becomes an engineer and works for 
a company that builds train stations. Tsukuru does not only 
leave Nagoya to try to overcome this dark episode of his life, he 

also becomes unavailable to make new friends out of fear of experiencing rejection again in his life.

T his book by Tarun Tejpal is an 
excellent display of mysticism and 
creativity. He comes up with an 

entirely new world and created characters 
you can actually link with. The way the 
story flows keep you hooked till the end 
and the beautiful language acts as an 
added flavour. 
Tarun has the capacity to link his mystic 
world with the real problems of our world. He 
gives significant space to each of his characters 
to grow in the readers mind. 
All in all a beautiful read and a sure 
recommendation for anyone who can handle a 
little good english. 
The Valley Of Masks can be interpreted as oblique 
observations on the obsessions, disciplines, 
ethics, codes and conducts of various so-called 
revolutionary groups that start in a flame of 
purpose, noble and pristine, and spiral inevitably 

T h e book traces a full-scale Anglo-
Muslim league alliance with the 
single objective of ensuring a British 

and Allied presence in the event of a Russian 
advance. All the players in the Allies were 
insistent on retaining some form of control over 
some part of North-Western India to combat 
the Communist threat. This was the backdrop 
against which Jinnah’s offer of cooperation on 
4th September 1939 began to make tremendous 
sense; thereafter every British move was solidly 
in favour of Jinnah and Partition...
The book then goes on to dwell on the increasing 
pressure by the United States on The UK to 
grant  India Independence. On this, the Brits 
were in a bad spot: until they happened upon 
Jinnah. They assiduously built up Jinnah, and 
created the impression in the eyes of the World 
that Hindus and Muslims were not capable of 
staying together, that it was the British that 
were keeping India from chaos. The deft way the 

A  beautifully illustrated book, A Stamp 
is Born, by Chitta Ranjan Pakrashi, 
describes in detail his journey as 

a stamp designer. Pakrashi ventured into 
stamp designing, a specialized genre of visual 
art, thanks to an All-India Stamp Designing 
Competition conducted in the year 1955. A 
Stamp is Born begins with a twenty-four page 
long Introduction by the author wherein he 
discusses the birth of the postal system, the 
birth of the postage stamp in the UK and 
the postal service in India. He also gives a 
detailed description of stamp designing, how 
he designed a stamp on the occasion of the 
national philatelic exhibition in 1982, INPEX 
82, for which he had to depict a Railway Mail 
Service (RMS) van of earlier times. 
Pakrashi’s book comes with 56 commemorative 
stamps describing his first-hand experiences 
with all stages of production of the stamp, from 
conception to final execution and printing. The 
author focusses on how designing plays a pivotal 
role in the entire process. Pakrashi’s book comes 
across as a personal account highlighting the 
technique of production of stamps. The history 
of postal stamp system and postage stamps in 
general has been elaborately dealt with. This is 
probably one of India’s first authoritative book 
on stamp making. It offers a glimpse into the 
glorious chapters of Indian history.” 
A Stamp is Born is a wonderful collection of 
tiny pieces of historical anecdotes, related to 
Lord Buddha, India’s Freedom struggle, Swami 
Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Ustad Bismillah Khan and several 
others.
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into a much sinister, vulgar and mutilated 
form of ideology henceforth detonated only to 
staunchly conduct a damage control to the PR.
The true brilliance of The Valley of Masks lies not in 
the clever writing or in the succulent vernacular, 
but in the sheer terror that somewhere, at every 
point of history, there existed what Tarun has 
written about. That it still exists, waits, and 
bides it’s time to strike the humanity through 
upgraded means but ancient malice.

Brits handled this 
and successfully 
turned over the 
Americans to 
their point of 
view reads like 
a lesson in ugly 
diplomacy and 
espionage. 
Narendra Singh 
Sarila unearths 
t o p - s e c r e t 
d o c u m e n t s 
which throw 
new light on 
several prominent political figures of the era, 
while bringing out little-known facts about the 
pressure that the US exerted on Britain to grant 
India her independence.The author also traces 
the roots of the present Kashmir imbroglio in 
this fascinating account.”


