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N oor Inayat Khan is not a very 
familiar name to Indians at 
large though she was of Indian 

origin. But lately her name is seen popping 
up here and there particularly when the West 
is readying  to commemorate 70 years of the 
end of the Second World War. Incidentally 
this year marks the centenary of the First 
World War. Suddenly, people have become 
inquisitive: Who was Noor? Why was she 
referred to as the Spy Princess?  An exhibit in 
Manchester, UK a Webley M1907 pistol at 
the Imperial War Museum North used by her 
is now evoking great  interest.

Noor Inayat Khan, codenamed 
Madeleine in the shadowy world of 
espionage, was actually  the  great-great-great-
granddaughter of Tipu Sultan, the Tiger of 
Mysore. Her extraordinary journey from 
being a poet and children’s fiction writer to 
becoming a spy for the British during the 
Second World War has been meticulously 
researched and chronicled by London-based 
writer Shrabani Basu in the book Spy Princess: 
The life of Noor Inayat Khan. 

Noor Khan’s name was in the list of the 
brave men and women of the Allied forces 
who fought and died during the Second 
World War. Basu says that her interest was 
tweked when she came across Noor’s name 
in an article in The Times  newspaper on the 
50th anniversary of the Second World War 
which focused on the contribution of Asians 
to the war effort. The article said Noor Khan 
was a secret agent who was shot in ill-fated 

Dachau concentration camp and that she was 
awarded the George Cross, the highest civilian 
award in the UK. 

It took Basu three years to go deep into 
Noor Khan’s story which included trips to 
France (this is where Noor lived before the 
war and worked as an agent later), Germany 
(where she was executed)   and Netherlands 
(where Noor had family connections) and 
numerous places in Britain where she was 
trained for the secret service.  

As the book unfolds, the readers come 
to know that Noor Khan’s was an astounding 
story indeed. Her father, Hazrat Inayat Khan, 
a descendent of Tipu Sultan, was  married to 
an American. He was a teacher, musician and 
a progressive Sufi philosopher.  For spreading 
Sufism and give musical performances he and 
his brothers travelled all over and landed up in 
Moscow. Noor was born there on 1st January, 
1914, when the First World War was brewing 
in Europe.  The family moved to France from 
politically volatile Russia to set up a Sufi centre 
at a place called Suresnes near Paris. Noor and 
her siblings  grew up in a house called Fazal 
Manzil. When the Second World War started 
and the Germans were on the doorstep of 
Paris, the family fled to England. 

It was this experience that transformed 
Noor and her elder brother Vilayat, who 
vowed to fight against the Fascist invaders in 
whichever way they could. Both decided to 
join the defence services.

Noor was in her twenties then. She 
was an accomplished musician, writer and 

broadcaster of 
children’s stories. 
But the war 
changed her 
perspective.   

Living in 
London, she 
was well aware of India’s 
struggle for Independence. During the 
interview for recruitment into the Defence 
Forces, when she was grilled to check her 
loyalty, she told the board frankly that as long 
as the war with Germany was on, she would 
be loyal to the British government, but after 
the war she might reconsider her position 
and could support India in the fight for 
independence.

In June 1943, Noor was dropped into 
occupied France codenamed ‘Madeleine’ 
with the cover name Jeanne-Marie. She was 
the first woman radio operator to be sent to 
France, then under the Nazis.  

Unfortunately, Noor was detected by 
the Gestapo, the dreaded German secret 
service, within a short time after landing. But 
even then she managed to evade them, moving 
constantly, her French language proficiency 
helped her to merge with the people. 
Meanwhile, she kept in touch with London 
and continued to transmit. But eventually, 
she was captured probably  betrayed by a 
double agent. 

During captivity in Paris, she tried to 
escape twice. She was eventually transferred 
to Germany so that she was further away 

from Allied forces 
sympathisers. She 
was held in solitary 
confinement for 
ten months in the 
infamous Pforzheim 
Prison by the 
Gestapo,  chained, 
half-starved, and 
tortured. But Noor 

never gave any information to her 
inquisitors. Having been moved to Dachau 
concentration camp, she was abused and 
kicked near to death by the captors, and 
hence shot in the early hours of September 
13, 1944. The last word she uttered before 
being shot was “liberté!”- freedom.  She was 
only thirty.

Basu found that Noor Khan was better 
known in France than in Britain or India. 
Every year a military band plays outside her 
childhood home on the Bastille Day. She 
was also awarded Croix de Gurre, highly 
honoured in France. 

Though Noor worked for the British 
government there was no commemorative  
memorial in her name. After the publication 
of the book, Basu and a group of like-
minded people formed the Noor Inayat Khan 
Memorial Trust and started a campaign. The 
sustained campaign saw Noor Inayat Khan’s 
bust being unveiled in 2012 at Gordon 
Square.

The extraordinary story of Noor Inayat 
Khan is going to be made into a movie soon. 

Life Sketch

Ranjita Biswas
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Shrabani Basu

backdrop of the lush and undulating hills of 
Meghalaya capital, Shillong is where the story 
of John Dkhar unfolds. A story streamlined 
with the universal themes of friendship, 
loyalty and the inherent loneliness of man 
the author spins a dynamic tale of revenge 
and violence. The book also strongly evokes 
the sights and smells of Northeast India. 

Noor Khan was a secret agent who was 
shot in ill-fated Dachau concentration 

camp and was awarded the George Cross, 
the highest civilian award in the UK.

Somanatha: The Many 
Voices of a History–Romila 
Thapar, Penguin Books, 
2008, ` 275

Somanatha: The Many Voices of a 
History

In 1026, Mahmud of Ghazni raided the 
temple of Somanatha. The history of this 

raid and subsequent events at the site has 
been reconstructed in the last couple of 
centuries largely on the basis of the Turko-
Persian sources. There were other sources that 
also refer to events at Somanatha throughout 
a period of almost a thousand years. This 
book is an attempt to draw together these 
numerous voices, to view the sources 
comparatively, but above all to place each 
narrative in a historical context. 

Ambrosia: From the Assamese 
Kitchen

The book with more than hundred 
recipes in its fold is a must-have for all 

those interested in churning out delectable 
Assamese dishes. Assamese food is usually 
devoid of spice, rather bland and simple but 
yet pleasing to the taste buds. The author’s 
knowledge of different Assamese dishes stems 
from her profound understanding of the 
culture and traditions of Assam, which come 
to life in the pages of the book. 

The Collector’s Wife

The protagonist Rukmini leads a life 
that seems next to perfect. Married to 

the District Collector of a small town in 
Assam, teaching in a local college and living 
comfortably in a big, beautiful bungalow 
she was blessed with a cosy life. But, it was 
only almost perfect! The repercussions from 
the socio-political upheavals and the ever 
present threat of insurgency induced violence 
loomed large inspite of the close comforts of 
her bungalow…until the final denouement 
which was horrifying yet true. 

Ambrosia: From the 
Assamese Kitchen– Jyoti 
Das, Rupa Publications, 
2008, ` 295

Across Borders

The book is a story of Maya, a girl 
born in a small town of Assam in 

pre-independence India, of her trials and 
tribulations, starting with her father’s 
second marriage. It maps Maya’s angst 
at the desertion of her mother and two 
sisters, followed by her being brought up 
by an uncle in his boarding school near 
Dacca. In telling the story of a girl caught 
between a highly patriarchal society and 
political conflict, the book offers a gripping 
depiction of circumstances surrounding 
Bangladesh’s war of liberation and a young 
girl’s memories of the trauma surrounding 
the communal riots leading up to it. 

A Bowstring Winter

When the highly refined and cultured 
John Dkhar, a loner by nature; 

arrives at Kaizang restaurant in Shillong one 
fine November evening, he barely had an 
idea that his life will change forever. In the 

The Collector’s Wife– 
Mitra Phukan, Penguin 
Books, 2005, ` 350

Across Borders– 
Shuvashree Ghosh, 
Kaziranga Books, 
2013, ` 299. 

A Bowstring Winter– 
Dhruba Hazarika, 
Penguin Books, 
2006, ` 399

Three cups of Tea : One Man’s 
Journey to Change the World 
.... One Child at a Time– Greg 
Mortenson and David Oliver 
Relin, Puffin Books, 2010,
` 350

My Journey: Transforming Dreams 
into Actions

Popularly known as India’s Missile Man, 
the eleventh President of India, A.P.J. 

Abdul Kalam has bared his life through 
a series of anecdotes and profile. A life of 
extraordinary determination, courage and 
perseverance and a desire to excel, the former 
President’s life has many lessons to learn 
from. Nostalgic, honest and deeply personal, 
the autobiographical book makes Dr. Kalam 
look back on key moments in his past, 
some small and some momentous and tells 
the reader how each of them inspired him 
profoundly. 

Three cups of Tea : One Man’s 
Journey to Change the World .... 

One Child at a Time

Greg Mortenson had set out to climb the 
K2 Mountain, world’s second highest 

mountain and place a garland at its peak 
to honour his sister. But destiny had other 
plans as he co-incidentally set foot on a poor 
village in Pakistan. That is where he decided 
that there are better ways to honour his sister 

My Journey: 
Transforming 
Dreams into Actions–
APJ ABDUL KALAM, 
Rupa Publications, 
2013, ` 193

than climbing the 
summit of K2. The 
book, therefore, is 
the remarkable story 
of Greg who built 
not one but more 
than sixty schools 
in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan and how 
he dedicated his life 
in the promotion of 
literacy, peace and 
understanding. 
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Imagining India : Ideas for the New 
Century

In this sweeping and comprehensive book, Infosys 
co-founder Nandan Nilekani offers an original 

perspective on India’s past, present and future. 
Looking closely at the country’s recent history, 
he discusses how our early socialist policies stifled 
growth and weakened democracy, how our young 
population has now become our greatest strength; 
and how information technology is revolutionizing 
not just business but also governance in the everyday 
life of a vast majority of Indians. Calling for reform 
and innovation in all sectors of public life, Nilekani 
argues that only a safety net of ideas-from a genuinely 
inclusive democracy to social security, from public 
health to sustainable energy can transcend political 
agendas and safeguard the country’s future.

SD BURMAN : The World of his Music

The book is an insightful biography of the iconic 
musician S.D. Burman, rich in details about 

his life and his music. A golden voice capable of 
enthralling one and all, an uncanny understanding of 
audience expectation and an astute ability to create 
something original using various musical techniques 
and genres – these are some of the characteristics that 
defined Sachin Dev Burman, lovingly referred to as 

SD. One of the greatest artists to have risen on the Indian musical firmament 
and captivated the imagination of millions, SDs musical talent was appreciated 
by connoisseurs and commoners alike. Combining folk and classical styles, 
SD gave the world a form of music that could be both the boatman’s and the 
Ustad’s own. 

India: Through the Ages 

The book introduces readers to a panoramic view of India’s history and 
civilization. It brings the saga of her sages and scientists, warriors and 

vagabonds, poets and philosophers who at various periods of time scripted the 
destiny of the Indian subcontinent. It enables conscious and sentimental men 
and women, to understand the national philosophy that has made Indian people 
a curious mixture of extremes. The reader may be able to find answers to the 
enigma that has made Indian society so fascinating the world over, since time 
immemorial.

On a Wing and a Prayer

Mansoor Ali finds vast stretches of ownerless land in Kuroiguri Sapori, 
near the tiny Assamese village Sonaruchuk that is predominantly Hindu 

and decides to relocate there. This marks the beginning of a Bengali Muslim 
settlement to which the poor and the landless from the far-eastern regions of 
Bengal flock to. Set in Assam, against the backdrop of India’s freedom struggle, 
the book touches upon many urgent issues like migration, communal tension 
and the rights of women. But above all, it explores with wit and empathy what it 
means to be free in a country where most boundaries are difficult to erase.

The History of Assam: From Yandabo to Partition, 1826-1947

The book covers a significant period in the history of modern Northeast India 
dating from the Treaty of Yandabo in 1826 till the Partition in 1947. A key 

aspect of this volume is that it focuses on the growth of Political Consciousness in 
the region and the impact of the Pan-Indian national movement on the society. 
The text is written in simple and lucid language keeping students in mind. The 
book can be used as an indispensable reading material and reference for people 
undertaking courses on modern History. 

Bitter Wormwood

It is a gripping novel which briefly outlines the conflict in the lives of ordinary 
people who were left completely devastated during the undercurrent of the 

Naga freedom struggle. It also gives poignant insight into the human cost 
behind political headlines. Easterine Kire through this novel traces the story in 
a person’s life named Mose, from 1937 to the present day. This person and his 
friends get involved in the struggle and are caught in a maelstrom of violence 
which ends in ripping their community apart. 

North-East India- A Handbook of Anthropology

Northeast India has always attracted attention of many Anthropological, 
missionary and other administrative bodies. However, there has been 

dearth of proper published material in one composite whole in order to make 
research in the said field. This book is a revised edition of The Anthropology of 
North- East India: A Textbook earlier edited by G.C. Ghosh and T.B. Subba. 
This edition has nineteen comprehensively written chapters about the Northeast 
region by senior as well as young anthropologists with carefully crafted and 
updated reviews. Through this book the editor has provided adequate range 
of concepts, methods and techniques which would be beneficial for students 
conducting research in the field of Anthropology. 

Maoist Insurgency in Nepal : The Challenge and the Response

Maoist insurgency is the product of Nepal’s failed governance and persisting 
under-development. This brief study shows that the Maoist’s violent 

methods to capture power may not have the approval of dominant elites and 
international community, but their political and socio-economic agenda have 
considerable appeal for the poor and long suppressed Nepalese masses. After 
analyzing the seven years of insurgency, the study critically examines the responses 
of the Nepalese government and the international community, particularly the 
US, UK and China. The study also redefines its approach to the developments 
in Nepal to preserve and promote the Kingdom’s peace and stability, as also in 
its own enlightened strategic interests. 

Our Films Their Films

The book brings together, the versatile film maker Satyajit Ray’s major 
writings and talks on film making and film makers and presents them in 

two sections. The section ‘Our Films’ is devoted mainly to his own experiences 
and contains many interesting anecdotes and also his observations on trends in 
Indian films. The other section titled ‘Their Films’ deals with some films from 
abroad that have become landmarks in the history of cinema from the silent era 
to the present day and offer glimpses of great directors like Renoir, John Ford, 
Kurowasa and Charlie Chaplin.       

Sixty years in the Service of the Nation : An Illustrated history 
of IIT Kharagpur 

The book is a diamond jubilee commemorative volume that brings the sixty 
year journey of IIT Kharagpur to life in its full colour and glory. From its 

early beginnings in Calcutta, as the Eastern Higher Technical Institute-as the first 
world class technical institute of a newly independent India, to its current base 
in Kharagpur, the Institute has come a long way. For generations of teachers and 
students it is not just their alma mater, but a part of their selves. For outsiders, it is 

a symbol of reverence as an Indian Institute of 
Technology. Thus, the book invites everyone to 
join in the joyous celebration of the landmarks, 
the growth and the prosperity of the Institute, 
the dreams and aspirations of its students and 
teachers and their devotion and dedication 
that has made the Institute what it is today.

India in Turmoil : Jammu & 
Kashmir, the Northeast and Left 

Extremism

The book gives an overview of the internal 
security situation in the country and how 

it is being dealt with in the worst affected 
areas. The reader is given interesting insights 
into the functioning of the government at the 
highest level and how casually vital decisions 
concerning national security are taken. The 
narrative also brings out the glaring flaws in the 
decision-making, administrative and political 
system of India. 
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J ournalist, storyteller, weaver of fantasies-in-the-garb-of-reality 
and magical artist of words, Gabriel Garcia Marquez stands tall 
as one of the most important figures of world literature. Gabo, 

as he is popularly known is an immensely influential figure, not merely 
in his home country Colombia but in the whole of Latin America and 
the world over. Fact and fiction are so fascinatingly intertwined in his 
writings that the rigid boundaries between those realms are easily blurred. 
Ever since his masterpiece One Hundred Years of Solitude was published, 
Gabo has been a much admired figure with millions hanging upon each 
word he pens.

This fascinating storyteller was born on 6 March 1927 in Aracataca, 
a river town in Colombia’s Caribbean region to Gabriel Eligio García 
and Luisa Santiaga Márquez. His grandfather, Colonel Nicolás Ricardo 
Márquez Mejía was an avid storyteller who narrated his experiences of 
the Thousand Days War and took his little grandson to the circus and 
introduced him to that marvel called ‘ice’(there is a  reference to this in 
his novel One Hundred Years of Solitude). From his grandfather, young 
Gabriel also imbibed his political and ideological views. His grandmother, 
Doña Tranquilina Iguarán was a wonderful storyteller too, particularly 
in the way she would narrate supernatural or extraordinary occurrences 
in a natural or seemingly ordinary way. As Marquez himself admitted 
later on, she was, for him “the source of the magical, superstitious and 
supernatural view of reality” (Simons Marlise in an interview with 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez published in The New York Times in 1982).

Marquez began his professional career as a journalist while he was a law student at the 
National University for Colombia. In 1948, he began writing for the newspaper  El Universal 
in Cartagena. In 1950, he began writing a column under a pseudonym for the newspaper El 
Heraldo in Barranquilla. From 1954, he wrote regularly for the Bogotán newspaper El Espectador. 
In 1955, his first novella La Hojarasca or Leaf Storm was published. The character of the Colonel 
in the novella, is heavily drawn from Marquez’s maternal grandfather’s personality. In 1957, 
Márquez completed the novella El Coronel No Tiene Quien Le Escriba or No One Writes to the 
Colonel when he was in Europe as a foreign correspondent of El Espectador. It was, however, 
published in 1961. In 1957 he joined the Venezuelan newspaper El Momento where he worked 
till 1959. In 1961, he shifted to New York City to work for the Cuban Press Agency, Prensa 
Latina. In 1962, Marquez’s novel La mala hora or In Evil Hour was published, written when 
Marquez was in Paris. 

In 1967, his novel Cien años de soledad (published as One Hundred Years of Solitude in 
1970; translated by Gregory Rabassa) was published and won him immediate popular and 
critical acclaim. This novel marked the culmination of Marquez’s long years of desire to write a 
novel on his grandparents’ house where he had spent his earliest years. The narrative covers the 
Buendía family’s journey and evolution till its downfall and end. During this entire period, it 
chronicles various events and incidents that had left a deep impact on the Colombian nation. 
With multiple layers of meaning and filled with symbols and metaphors, this novel, portrays 
how the protagonists are trapped in the 
inescapable grip of time and its complexities 
as well as their pasts. At the same time, this 
novel is extolled as exemplifying the literary 
genre of magical realism. As Michael Wood 
writes in the 1990 Cambridge University 
Press publication Gabriel Garcia Marquez : 
One Hundred Years of Solitude, “the world 
of One Hundred Years of Solitude  is a place 
where beliefs and metaphors become forms 
of fact, and where more ordinary facts 
become uncertain”. 

In the novel, The Autumn of the 
Patriarch (1975) one finds the portrayal 
of life and activities of a dictator. Marquez 
based the character of the patriarch on 
several real-life autocrats he knew, even 
personally including the Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro who was to remain one of his closest 
friends till the end.

Published in 1981 as Crónica de una 
muerte anunciada (Spanish), the novella 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold was written 
in the form of a pseudo-journalistic 
reconstruction, presented by the murder of 
a character Santiago Nasar by two brothers. 
Non-linear in form, this novella focuses on 
themes like honour and ritual, which was of 
utmost significance to the Latin American 
world and can be also, is seen as a work of 
meta-fiction. 

Love in the Time of Cholera or El amor 
en los tiempos del cólera published in 1985 

At the esmeraldero 
departure

Stuti Goswami

“He is a master of physical observation: Surfaces, appearances, external realities, spoken words – 
everything that a truly observant observer can observe. He makes almost no allusion to states-of-
mind, motivations, emotions, internal responses: Those are left to the inferential skills and deductive 
interests of the reader.”

—Edith Grossman, 2003 PEN Tribute to Gabriel García Márquez, New York City, 5 November 2003.

Gabriel García Márquez (1927-2014), Colombian novelist  and remarkable 
exponent of Magic realism,  breathed his last on 17th April, 2014, Thursday at his 
home in Mexico City. He was 87. 

His significant work, One Hundred Years of Solitude established him as a giant of 
20th century literature. Marquez received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982. 
He started his career as a journalist, and wrote many acclaimed non-fiction works 

and short stories, but is best known for his novels. Some of his 
well-known works are Love in the time of Cholera, Of Love 
and Other Demons, Innocent Erendira, The Autumn of the 

Patriarch. He was one of the world’s most popular Latin 
American writers and godfather of 
a literary movement that witnessed 
a continent in turmoil.

Born in Aracataca, a small town near 
Colombia’s Caribbean coast, on March 

6, 1927, Marquez was the eldest child 
of Luisa Santiaga Márquez and Gabriel 

Elijio García.  He spent 
his early childhood 

living in the large, 
ramshackle house of 

his maternal grandparents. The house influenced 
his writings to a great extent. He has left behind  
	     an unpublished 

manuscript that 
he chose not to 

print while he 
was alive.  He 
is survived by 
his wife and 
two sons.  

presents the love story of a young couple Florentino Ariza and Fermina Raza which 
continues despite stiff opposition from Fermina’s father. The novel is an exploration 
of the diverse shades of love including love, marriage, death, loyalty and sex, and also 
looks at love both as a fascination and as a disease. In sketching this story, Marquez 
borrowed heavily from his parents’ love story, in which his mother married his father 
despite his grandfather’s opposition. Though the setting is unnamed, the portrayal of 
the port city is reminiscent of Barranquilla.

In 1989, Marquez’s novel The General in His Labyrinth was published as El 
general en su laberinto. The novel is a fictional 
retelling of the final days of General Simón Bolívar 
who was deemed as the liberator of Gran Columbia, 
the short-lived republic (between 1819 and 1831) 
that covered much of northern South America 
and parts of central South America. There are 
constant incursions into Bolívar’s past through his 
reminiscences and ruminations which unfold as a 
labyrinth of his memories. Marquez was inspired 
to write this novel  after he had read an unfinished 
novel on Bolívar written by Álvaro Mutis. 

Translated to English as Of Love and Other 
Demons by Edith Grossman Del amor y otros 
demonios was published in 1994. The basic premise 
of this novel is a legend. Marquez claims to have 
heard from his grandmother, about a twelve year old 
girl who has long flowing hair, and who contracts 
rabies but despite that performs miracles. However, 
there have been critics like Mariana Solanet who 
have asserted that this ‘legend’ was actually a 
fictional creation of Marquez. In this novel, Marquez 
questions conventional notions of the ‘demonic’. 
This love story defies logic and yet, does not fail to 
move the reader deeply.

Marquez’s last novella was published in 2004 
as Memories of My Melancholy Whores or Memoria 
de mis putas tristes (the English version by Edith 
Grossman published in 2005). This novella is about 
a ninety-year old former journalist and presently 
columnist for a newspaper in a small town who seeks 
sexual gratification in a young prostitute. Eventually, 
the journalist falls in love with her and discovers 
the true beauty of love for the first time in life. 

Interestingly, J.M.Coetzee had in an article titled ‘Sleeping Beauty’ published in the 
New York Review of Books (in 2006) had not only hinted at striking echoes between this 
novel and Nabokov’s Lolita but had also deemed Marquez as “drift[ing] into morally 
unsettling territory”. In 2007, a Persian edition of this book (titled Memories of My 
Melancholy Sweethearts) was banned as obscene by the Ministry of Culture.

Marquez’s influence in literature is universal. However, in order to understand 
his contribution to literature, one first must understand the personal, literary, and 
political landscapes that have played a vital role in shaping his works. The publication 
of his magnum opus, One Hundred Years of Solitude shook apart the literary scene in 
Latin America and reverberated around the world. His development as a writer mainly 
took place during the most violent periods in Columbian History. 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez



BOOK
QUEST 8 Volume I, Issue III, June-July, 2014

Published by Bidhan Dev on behalf of Bhabani Books, an imprint of Bhabani Offset Pvt. Ltd., Bhabani Complex, Hatishila, Panikhaiti, Guwahati-781026, Assam, India. Printed at Bhabani Offset Pvt. Ltd., Bhabani Complex, Hatishila, Panikhaiti, Guwahati-781026, Assam, India.
Phone: (0361) 2524056, 2528155, 2522222, 098540-43339 (M), 087239-79612 (M). Fax: (0361) 2450797. E-mail: books@bhabani.com. Website: www.bhabani.com

Editor: Pankaj Thakur							       Associate Editors: Sneha Verma and Sushmita Lahkar					      	                               Layout Design: Mridul Nath

Tradition to Modernity
Essays on Assam

The book is a collection of eighteen essays 
on topics as diverse as ‘Hinduism and the 

Hindu Cults of Assam’ and ‘The Cultivation 
of Science in Assam: A Glimpse’. It also covers 
the genius of one of the great saints of Assam, Sankardeva and 
points out the State’s actual position in the cultural map of 
India. The sterling social contributions of Banikanta Kakati, 
Jyotiprasad Agarwalla and Bishnu Prasad Rabha, three worthy 
sons of Assam, have also been recorded here with great 
reverence. Besides, in one of the essays the author has made 
a dispassionate attempt to explore the roots of the ethnic 
agitation in Assam, an imbroglio that is disturbing peace for 
long. The book provides an authentic account of the modern 
Assamese intelligentsia too. Tradition to Modernity is a must 
read to acquire a deeper knowledge of both Assam and the 
Assamese mind.

Abortions in the Land of Ahimsa

Abortions in the Land of Ahimsa is one of 
the most avidly researched books dealing 

with concerns raised about the rampant 
practice of abortion in contemporary 
India. Though uniquely bound to ahimsa by its culture and 
Constitution, India is a country that is witness to the killing of 
hundreds and thousands of innocent children in the mothers’ 
womb. The book analyses the socio-cultural, legal, economic 
and religious issues associated with ‘legalised killing’ in the 
context of a Constitutional commitment to ahimsa and calls 
for re-thinking public policy. The call for the re-evaluation of 
policies is all the more pertinent as it is backed by one of the 
largest surveys done in the country among women who have 
experienced abortions. It is a must read for policy makers, 
politicians, social workers, persons in healthcare, and above all, 
for every woman, and everyone committed to non-violence.

The World of Assamese Folktales

Sanjeev Kumar Nath pays tribute to 
the pioneer Assamese story-tellers 

Lakshminath Bezbaroa and his granddaughter 
Troilokyeswari Devi Baruani through his 
work The World of Assamese Folktales. While 
the former tried to establish the distinctiveness of Assamese 
language and culture through story-telling, the latter 
represented the living tradition of Assamese storytelling and 
enchanted her many young followers with her tales. This book 
is a result of the author’s fascination with Assamese folktales 
and he brings to fore two issues – how women are represented 
in the world of Assamese folktales, and how the tales sometimes 
seem to question the givens of caste and class hierarchy in 
society. Each story has a message in itself. Bezbaroa’s tales, in 
fact, succeed in holding up a complete picture of Assamese 
rural life and culture.

Winners All

W inners All contains translated pieces 
(from Assamese) of the Munin 

Barkotoki Awardees for the first ten years 
(1995-2004). Awardees include well-known 
short-story writers like Sibananda Kakoti and 
Mousumi Kandali, powerful poets like Anubhav Tulasi and 
Kushal Datta, and reputed essayist Munin Bayan. Included are 
nine short-stories, selections of poems of seven poets, besides 
(excerpts from) an essay and a play. Together they represent 
a sample of the best writing in contemporary Assam. These 
translations into English will enable the talented writers to get 
recognition beyond the regional frontiers.

Literature and society in Assam

The book is a study of the Assamese 
Renaissance (1826-1926). It is an 

attempt to study the Assamese literature of 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in 

the light of the intellectual movement known as the Indian 
Renaissance. It is also a partial study of the Assamese society 
of the nineteenth century in the light of the literary works. A 
seminal work on comparative literature.

Female Voice in Assamese Poetry

Assamese poetry has a rich tradition, and 
the contribution of women towards 

development of Assamese literature dates back 
to as early as the sixteenth century. Works of 
Assamese women poets are also considered 
as an important component of Indian literature. Several 
Assamese women poets have also received important national 
awards and recognition for their literary contributions. This 
book is the result of an extensive study on Assamese women 
poets and their works conducted by Dr Tapati Baruah Kashyap 
following award of a Junior Fellowship by the Ministry of 
Culture, Government of India. This study covers Assamese 
women poets right from Aai Padmapriya, who belonged 
to the sixteenth century and was a near-contemporary of 
Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva, the two saint-reformers who 
had also pivoted a great renaissance in Assamese literature, art, 
culture and music during that period. The book also focuses 
on the trend of Assamese women’s poetry from the medieval 
to the modern period, apart from recording the historical 
significance of Assamese women poets, reflected through 
interviews of several eminent critics as well as several of the 
living poets themselves.

An Ardent Patriot

Sri Dinesh Goswami was a multifaceted 
personality. His speeches relating to law 

and also the speeches in respect of other 
important social issues still echo in both 
Houses of the Parliament. The book is a compilation of his 
parliamentary speeches. It will help readers to understand 
Dinesh Goswami better. The speeches speak for him and 
illuminate the aura of his personality.

The Final Hour
An Anthology of Selected Assamese 
Short Stories

The Final Hour is a collection of Assamese 
short stories translated into English. Set in 

the backdrop of the plains of Assam where the 
mighty Brahmaputra flows, the river is witness to the love, joy, 
success and ecstasy of the Assamese people. It is also witness to 
the religious frenzy, superstitions, betrayals, hate and violence 
that mark the dark hours of the night. Love and loyalty are 
hidden in the most unexpected quarters. Young Arjun fondly 
sings a lullaby to put a child to sleep… hatipoti, makipur, 
mezenga, bahut dur…! And in the end, deeply hurt to the 
core, he realizes that in this wide world, no one was truly your 
very own. Through the years, the Assamese have been known 
for their hospitality and kindness. Sayeed Ali, a Muslim boy, 
trapped in the middle of a communal riot, remembers the 
kindness of an aging Hindu couple. “Like a hen hiding her 
chicks from the claws of the kite, they protected me under 
the fold of their wings…” he says. And the stories go on until 
Abhijit’s final hour and beyond. These stories embrace a deep 
understanding of human behaviour as depicted by the authors.

Grandma’s tales (Burhi Aair Sadhu)

Sahityarathi Lakshminath Bezbaroa had 
written the preface of Grandma’s Tales 

(Burhi Aair Sadhu) in 1911. In the last 100 
years, generations of Children in Assam 
have spent their childhood listening to these 
thrilling tales. These tales are no longer just a 
part of children’s literature, but they have become an intrinsic 
part of our historical folklore. Siloni Aai, Kukurikona and 
Tejimola are all living characters in our children’s world. This 
may be the age of push-button technology, but our children 
are still enthralled by the magical power of Bezbaroa’s tales. 

These tales will continue to entertain even our 
posterity. Children always live in a colourful 
world. Colours and pictures are their pet love. 
Keeping this in mind and with the help of latest 
technology, we are making an endeavour to 
present Burhi Aair Sadhu in a very pictorial and 
colourful way. 
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Handbook of Geometry has been prepared for the 
students of class VIII, IX and X under various 

state high school examination boards including SEBA, 
CBSE, ICSE, etc. This book will also be useful for the 
students appearing in competitive examinations where 
the concept of geometry of high school standard is 
required. The book is designed in such a manner that 
in any solution step by step reasoning is mentioned for 
a better understanding. The book is a must keep for 
students of geometry. 

An Ardent Patriot, Dinesh Goswami, 
Compiled and Edited by Kumar 
Deepak Das, Pages: 280, HB,
` 300

The Final Hour: An Anthology of 
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